North Derbyshire Collieries.

When | started preserving the history of a few of the collieries and Ironworks that |
came across, hamely Barlow Monkwood and The Arkwright Adelphi, little did |
know how many others | would come across in the fullnesisnet

As | worked with the 6Back to the Future G
of the village and in my case the Adelphi Ironworks before the bulldozers moved on

the opencast site, the list of collieries | wanted to know about grew. | thibhaght

would be able pluck a book off the shelves at the library and find out who owned and

worked the old collieries shown on the local Ordnance Survey maps and mentioned in

the Derbyshire Times ariderbyshireCourier. Unfortunately the book does not é&xis

There is a little information available on older Derbyshire collieries so | have set out
to catalogue and document this information and expand on it to the neglect of the
larger collieries which have had many books written about them. | make no agologi
for my neglect of the newer, larger collieries.

| have tried to outline areas of mining along with individuahes;| have also tried to
find where they were by extracting a grid reference for as many of the individual
mines as was possible. The Caathority at Mansfield has the Abandonment plans
for most, but not all collieries since 1850 but these do not give one the full picture.
There are many thousands of mines and their workings in North Derbyshire, in total
too many to mention, take the CheBtdd area alone from Ordnance Survey map SK
37 SE which covers the area around Chesterfield station, Markham Works, Lower
Hady Hill and the golf course that area contains at B2&trecorded shaftof

ironstone, clay and coal with a proviso that otlexist in areas of older workings, too
many to record and others still awaiting discovery.

I hope this work spurs others on to write about their local colliery or area and that this
work gives them a starting point and some helpful hints and pointers.

I would like to mention in passing Mr. Godfrey DowiRese who as a mentor of mine
gave me the help and confidence | needed to put my work to writing, also the many
Derbyshire Times and Courier reports are articled in two books which record the local
incidens from those publications from the middle of the 19th century to the middle of
the 20th century, painstakingly researched and written by Mr. &. Mrs. Jackson of the
North Wingfield Local History Group.
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Adelphi Ironworks. SK 47/57 42977142

The Ironworks.

One of the major influences on the history of the Chesterfield area was a family firm
who have received little acclaim over the years but were the start of many local
industries and added to the fortunes and misfortunes ab¢hegeople. The Smiths

of Chesterfield.
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The family was for many generations involved in the cutlery trade in Grenoside
Sheffield, starting with a yeoman farmer named William Smith. He died shortly after
making his will in 1627 and carried on adiness in the cutlery trade with a cutler's
mark being granted to him earlier in 1614. The later generations carrying on the
tradition in the cutlery business. One John Smith was apprenticed to a Master Cutler,
John Winter whose daughter married John Briihe family fortunes had started.

John becoming Master Cutler in 1722 and was involved in the industrial fortunes of
Sheffield throughout his lifetime. Instrumental in the construction of the canals of the

South of Yorkshire and interestingly an involvemhin the local Congregational
Church in Sheffield.
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Wor ks Farm 19&R0sé)s. ( G. Downs

The last quarter of the eighteenth century saw the Smith family and friends expanding
into other areas from Sheffield and two works were taken over at Bramapton

produce iron castings for military use and for the production of Newcomen engines.
This was an era of hostilities with wars between the British and the French, Spanish
and Dutch in the American Wars of Independence from 1775 until 1783. And the
Napolemic Wars of 1799.815. Cannon, cannon balls and musket shot were
produced for the British Army and the East India Company throughout this period at
the Brampton Griffin Works. The Smith enterprises also worked coal and ironstone in
the locality with minest Hollingwood, Staveley, Inkersall, Hady and Calow, with

other ironworks at the Griffin Works Brampton, Calow Foundry and Stonegravels
I[ronworks.

The Smithés Cannon Mill at t HMMBGri ffin

A plaque reflects the followp:

| r ol
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This building known as Cannon Mill is one of the oldest industrial buildings in
Chesterfield and District having been erected prior to 1788.

It formed part of the Griffin Foundry of John and Ebenezer Smith and Company
17751833 and was restored in 105

The Works.

Both above Richard Robinson

The Adelphi Ironworks was built around 1799 as a munitions factory capable of
producing nine hundred tons of pig iron per annum from two furnaces. From the 1837
Tithe map of the Sutton estate local fietdfect the use of the fields around the
ironworks. Furnace field and brickyard field. The site of the two furnaces being in
furnace field, and of course brickyard field housed a brickyard, with clay pits and
ovens being used to produce building matef@$ousing and mine support.

Ebenezer Smith 1758827, (Quoted as being an Iron master in local trade directories
of the nineteenth century) and his family ran the local iron and coal industry.
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The name Adelphi originates from the word delph, thisdpai corruption of an
Anglo-Saxon word Daelph meaning to dig. The workforce was predominantly
Cornish and was introduced into the area possibly due to a shortage of work in the
Cornish tin and copper mines and a lack of mining expertise in the Duckmag&son a
The East India Company having a vested interest in both tin and iron by expokting tin
plated iron wares around the world. Mr. Smith was educated in London as a
'‘Nonconformist' minister and was the assistant of Doctor Gifford at Eagle Street. He
gave p the assistants post to concentrate on the family business but was instrumental
in the setting up of the local Congregationalist movement as it progressed from the
Oxpasture corn chamber on the works to the White Hart public house at Calow and
then to thepresent site on Top Road at Calow.

The works were run by Benjamin Smith and his cousin Samual Smith with John
Charleton of Calow in charge of mining operations. John Farey writing in 1811 said

of Charleton, 'a very ingenious mechanic, collier and irelter'. On the 10th. April

1802 John Charleton invented and patented cast iron puncheons or stanchions and
caps for mine roof support. Which by being fluted and braced were both strong and
light. However, miners resented their use and when they werduetd into the

Butterley company mines in the 1920's their use was met with a threatened strike
because they did not emit a cracking sound when the weight came on them warning of
imminent roof collapse, unlike timber roof supports did.

It is known from arly records that coal and iron stone were mined on and around the
Sutton estates; it would appear that the Romans may have worked an area at Calow in
Allpits Plantation. Another document which is a grant dated 1451 from John Stanley
and Robert his son tiohn, the Abbot of Welbeck. Refers to a watercourse called 'le
sought'’, running from a mine of sea coal belonging to the Abbot in 'Dugmanton'’
through and under the lands of John and Robert as far as 'Reynaldsbrigge’. The bridge
that carries Tom Lane ovdrda Poolsbrook. The two Leeke families of Sutton Hall

and Hasland Hall worked coal on their respective estates in the seventeenth century.
The extent of mining operations is unknown because no plans survive; however it is
known that coal was mined from ealell pits around Bower Plantation and

elsewhere in the Adelphi Ironworks catchment area. Eleven coal and iron stone seams
surface in a near north to south line running parallel to each other on the Sutton estate
and the Smith's were able to exploit timigheir operations. George Booker, who was

coal and iron agent for the Smith's at Boythorpe Colliery surveyed the area and
charted the strata basset edges caused by the Brimington Anticline. This uplift in the
strata which causeatiis phenomenoand aidedhe extraction of the minerals required

on site.

The ironworks were set up in an area which for centuries had supported small coal

and ironstone mining operations for the use on the Sutton and surround estates. No
records survive as to the uses of the minerals but one can postulate that the large
housesn the area would at times have burnt coal on their fires, although coal was not

a popular fuel until wood was in short supply. The local Hearth Tax Assessments of
166270 support thirty nine hearths in Calow and one hundred and thirty one in the
Sutton ad Duckmanton area some of which were blacksmiths supplying iron for the
farms and estates. One can also support the fact that iron was imported to the area, the
Attercliffe group of ironmasters selling iron to the Bolsover area from-8690
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Did any of ths iron end up here?

Cast Iron Naval Cannon. (Caistor Cast{@&NB).

The coal seams that surface were worked by around twenty shafts in the area and
early Ordnance Survey maps show a tramway connecting mining operations in
Westwood to the ironworksithh another tramway running from alongside the main
road across from the Duckmanton Common coal pits on the site of the old Arkwright
Town and on to the ironworks. In 1842 a government report stated that Benjamin
Smith and Company worked three coal andniwéronstone shafts. The shafts were
shallow by today's standards but in their day they would have used the latest
technology in shaft sinking and operation. One such shaft was sunk in 1815 and
became known as the Waterloo pit to commemorate the famtiles ba

Duckmanton Lodge. Home of the SmitfANB).
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The Duckmanton Ironworks pits comprising of around five shafts were sunk from
18261835 and exploited the First Saint Johns seam at one hundred feet from the
surface, the Second Saint Johns seam@hoindred and twenty seven feet and the
Top Hards seam at three hundred and nineteen feet deep. A lease was arranged with
the Duke of Devonshire to mine coal in the Staveley Upperground colliery which was
in operation from around the turn of the ninetbasgntury until 1842. Other collieries
(Tom Lane or Duckmanton colliery) were worked at Tom Lane until 1851. Higher up
the valley towards Calow on the site of Lodge Farm was a colliery which worked two
shafts into the Deep Soft or Main Soft seam and thddPiPark ironstone rake with
Deep End colliery on the Moor Farm site belonging to Benjamin Smith and this was
abandoned in about 1859. Coal was also mined at Hady Colliery but may have
supplied the Calow ironworks and later the Griffin Works in Chestérfie

Furnace Remains. Richard Robinson.
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The shafts were all brick lined using locally manufactured bricks and one such shaft
employed an idea from Cornish tin mining to allow men to ascend and descend the
mine. The shft had a series of insets in it large enough to house a man and the
installation of a Cornish type beam pumping engine on the surface allowed men to
ride in and out by riding on the cross stays of the pump rod. As thraisedithe men

rose with it, astte rod became stationary the men got off into the refuge holes and
waited until the next upwards motion to rise further up the shaft. So after many 'ons
and offs' the shaft could be traversed. Ventilation at the time of the Smiths mining
operations would &ve been by a furnace in the return or upcast airway, which was
created originally by splitting the shaft into two using a brattice frame. The system of
ventilation here would suggest that separate shafts for upcast and downcast air were
employed.

A disaster happened at Hartley colliery in Northumberland in 1862 when only one

shaft was used at the mine. The heavy wooden headstocks fell down the shaft
entombing two hundred and four miners who later died being unable to get out of the
mine. The later act d?arliament prohibited the use of a single shaft and at least two
means of access were to be available to every mine so it would appear from the use of
double shafting on the Smith collieries that they were ahead of the times in some
ways.

Ironstone.

Siderite. (ANB).

The rustycoloured ironstone which was mined locally comprised of only thirty

percent iron when smelted, it came in several shapes; balls, nodules, dogs tooth and so
on referring to its physical shape. It occurs as 'Siderite' or iron carbonate and several
seams or 'rakes' occur between the main coal seams. A survey document from a
competitor of the Smith family enterprises, the Barrow family (later to become the
StaveleyCompany shows that the Inkersall Rake ironstone was being mined in the
Duckmanton antaveley areas at a rate of 1,932 tons per acre. (24th. March 1840).
From the inventory of factory produced wares it would seem that the particular form

of iron produced could not or was not made into steel because the iron produced had a

1C
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high phosphorousontent. It was used mainly for forging and casting of large
industrial machinery parts for lead and coal mining operations as well as for use in the
munitions industry.

Casting and Fabrication.

The Adelphi iron was used on large castings and in 1&23ktang of seven tons was
produced at the works for the upper part of a Dakeynes patent hydraulic or water
turbine engine. The inventors, the Dakeynes brothers were flax millers from Darley
Dale and the engine was being produced for Thomas Bateman otlidavho was

the agent at the Mandale lead mine and John Alsop of Lea. It was described in the
Mechanics Magazine of 1833 as being difficult to operate and as for the inventors
specifications these were brushed off as a 'perfect smother of outlandish. jahgo

pump was used for raising water out of a lead mine near Alport and it was claimed to
be able to produce one hundred and thirty horse power with a sixty feet vertical fall of
water by producing a pressure of 25.5 pounds per square inch giviradtya r

motion and therefore being able to pump water. In September 1836 the foundry
produced a fifty two foot diameter water wheel capable of pumping around four
thousand gallons of water per minute from a depth of twenty fathoms (one hundred
and twenty feg for which it was paid £537 by a lead mining company. Another

wheel this time a smaller thirty five foot diameter one was installed further down the
valley in 1840 at the Mandale mine, pumping water from underground, ninety foot
below the level of the ver Lathkil.

The above figures show that the works were still in use after the Smiths had departed
in 1845 but over the years the usage of the land had changed from iron working and
coal mining to estate work and coal mining. No records exist prioradb 48 this was

the first ever census in modern times in England and continued every ten years after.

Production and Ore Mining.

To show the amount of raw materials required at the furnace we must first look at the
amount of pig iron claimed to have bgaoduced at the works. The works were
claimed to be capable of producing nine hundred tons of pig iron per annum from the
two blast furnaces on site from the first blow of the furnaces on February 15th. 1803.
As the ironstone yielded only one third ofwgight in iron then nine hundred tons of

pig iron needed twenty seven hundred tons of ore. Prior to 1828 and James Neilsons
invention which allowed preheated air into the furnace it took eight tons of coke to
produce one ton of iron, his invention enakdeeduction from eight tons to five tons

to take place. It also took 1.33 tons of coal to produce a ton of coke all mined locally.
Please note that these figures are a rough estimate and based on certain assumptions.
One contradictory note is a letteofin Ebenezer Smith dated 1806 claiming to be able
to use only six tons of coke to produce one ton of pig iron.

11
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Weighbridge (Left) & Pattern Shop (Righ(ANB).
Transport.

The need to transport large castings throughout the county was a causerof majo
concern to the Smiths. It was normal for a manufacturing industry to concentrate on
production throughout the winter months when the unsurfaced roads would in most
places be bogged down because of the wet weather. Then in the dry summer months
transporthe materials produced during the winter. The main road into the works was
from Calow down the side of the Smith residence at Duckmanton Lodge and past the
toll house along the lane. This lane by virtue of its incline must have presented several
problems o the carters. Another two roads were constructed one from Duckmanton
Moor and another from the Inkersall Road to the works. In 1799 a canal was
constructed utilising the unwanted mine water pumped out by the Watt modified
Newcommen steam pumping enginenfrthe underground workings and a brook was
dammed and the water stored in ponds to also provide water for the works. The canal
ran from the works following the line of the brook and to Tom Lane colliery where

the barges would have been off loaded andrtdkeroad to the Chesterfield Canal at
Staveley.

12
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Works Lane Looking up to The Lodge. (ANB).

S mi tcénal was only half a mile in length and was carried in a wooden trough. The
barges carried one and a half tons of materials in corves or boxes. Traffic was two
way, finished goods to the end and coal and ironstone back to the works on the return
journey.Due to the problems encountered with the transportation and the short length
of the finished canal did the Smiths want to utilise the Poolsbrook as a natural canal to
transport their materials onto the Chesterfield canal with a longer Adelphi canal?

Difficulties.

It is said that the works ran into difficulties in the middle of the nineteenth century,
what is known is that as early as 1821 from a letter dated March 5th. John Charleton
and the Smiths were accused of illegally taking coal from 'the Lilbé$yaveley
Upperground colliery, from the Old Level' which borders onto the Arkwright estates.
This they denied claiming that they had previously been given permission to mine
here by the Duke of Devonshire6s23for mer | al
March 1832 reported that the lease of 12th. October 1819 between the Duke of
Devonshire and the Smith Company for mining the Staveley Upperground colliery
and the Hady ironstone mines had been cancelled. Smith and cowgraaydered

to pay compensin of £752. & 7shillings, this being the outstanding amount

between the valuation of the Staveley Upperground colliery assets on entry and exit
and rent arrears. The colliery was taken over and further developed by Barrows
Company until abandonment in4&

In 1845 Benjamin Smith and his son Josiah Timmis Smith sold the iron works at
Duckmanton after running it with mixed fortunes for around twenty five years. They
purchased the run down Stanton iron works at llkeston and took on new mineral
leases fronkarl Stanhope for ironstone, coal and fireclay and proceeded to build new
furnaces on site. It would appear that this was a more financially viable transaction
than to invest in the Adelphi works. By 1849 Benjamin Smith and Company were

13
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declared bankrugtL3th November) at the Stanton ironworks owing some £60,000
and their affairs were taken over by their two Glasgow banks the Western and the
Commercial. The works being taken over later as a going concern by Crompton and
Company, a creditor, in 1855 whelhthe legalities and finances had been sorted out
by the companies lawyers.

The Adelphi meantime was struggling to survive; both furnaces were out of blast by
1848. The leases of coal and ironstone were put up for auction along with the colliery,
ironsone and iron making plant and steam engines. Several small companies took
over the mining leases to mine the coal reserves. The firm Coke Turner and company
of 26. Low Pavement Nottingham worked the Blackshale coal and some ironstone
mines on the estateofn around 1851.873. The Barrows who for so long had

thwarted any expansion of the Smiths were turned into a limited company in 1863 and
as the Staveley Company they pressured the Arkwright's for the lease of the mineral
rights of the Sutton estates.

Robert Arkwright was trying to find a solution to the problems of the works. From

18481849 sever al |l etters went back and forth
agent Mr.Currey and the Hardwick estates manager Mr.Cottingham and the Duke of
Devonshire overhe proposed construction of a railway from the Sutton estates and

over the Dukes estates to Staveley but due to the pressures laid to bear by the Barrows

the |Iine was never constructed for the ArKk:!
concerned aboubéir competitors having way leave over land which they were

leasing from the Duke of Devonshire. Mr. Arkwright offering Mr. Barrow the use of

the proposed railway from the Speedwell colliery and Staveley ironworks for an

annual rent of £500 or 3d per ton the carriage of coal. Each time proposals were

made they were rejected by either the Duke or Barrow. These negotiations raise two

interesting points: firstly, did the Smiths indeed apply to the Duke on an earlier

occasion for way leave over his land seuhe Poolsbrook as an extension of their

canal? And secondly, were the problems encountered with the negotiations the reason

for the | ater Lancashire, Derbyshire and E;:
guidance choosing the route onto the Sutton estaded did?

After the Smiths.

William Arkwright finally relented on the sale of some of the mineral leases of his
estates to the Staveley Coal and Iron company in 1880, the sixty three year lease for
five thousand acres of coal led to the creatiotheflarge collieries of the company at
Markham Number One colliery (1880), Markham Number Two colliery (1886) and
Bonds Main (1898). These collieries were sunk into the rich Top Hards seam,
known elsewhere as the Barnsley Bed, in areas near to butinbéetbby the Adelphi
mines, one shaft at the Adelphi being used until the closure of Markham to pump
water onto the washery plant at the colliery.

The ironworks were by now used by the Sutton estates for farming and repair of carts
and other equipment @d in the every day running of a country estate with the
buildings being used to house families. Most inhabitants moving into new
accommodation with the building of Arkwright Town by the Stavé&leynpanyto

house the workers at their mines at Markham amadB Main at the turn of the

century. The later sale of the Sutton estates in 1919 saw the ironworks as a farm and

14
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farm land which did keep some of its industrial ties by being named Works Farm, a
memorial to times past.

Colliery Information.

Ironworks Pit.(ANB).

Duckmanton Ironworks Pit sunk 18261835 along with four shafts sunk at earlier
dates.

Staveley Upperground Colliery, a coal mine with at least three shafts of around
ninety one yards deep and working the Top Hard samords sugest that it was
started around 1800 and abandoned around 1842. The underground roadways
connecting through to the nearby

Staveley Lowerground Colliery and ran towards Staveley. The two main roads

running parallel to each other. The colliery was superseded by the Speedwell Colliery,
which was planned in 1837.

15
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Tom Lane or Duckmanton Colliery was mined in association with the ironworks

and Richard Arkwight (jnr's) mineral plans show abandonment of some of the

colliery workings to be March 25th. 1843. The colliery had three shafts two of which
were one hundred and thirty yards deep into the Top Hards seam, a third and possibly
earlier shaft is also on tlwelliery site. Other dates show abandonment of workings to

be 1847 and 1851 respectively.

Two shafts worked the Deep Soft or Main Soft coal seam and the Pinder Park
ironstone rake near to Lodge Farm and two more shafts belonging to Deep End
Colliery mined the same seams in an area near to Moor Farm, the colliery was
abandoned in 1859. Duckmanton Common Coal Pits are shown on very early
Ordnance Survey maps of the area surveyed prior to 1840 on the site of the Old
Arkwright Town. The pits were abandoneeklveen 1824 and 1847.

Other collieries have worked the seams under the area from most directions in the late
nineteenth to the late twentieth centuries.

Apperknowle Colliery SK 36/37 381785

The Unstone Coal and Coke Company who extracted caaltfre colliery into the

early part of the twentieth century latterly owned the colliery. The colliery was linked
to Unstone Main colliery by an overland tramway by the 1890's. The colliery was
originally sunk in the 1840's under the ownership of a smiathigr company and
continued in the hands of these small companies until it was purchased by the
Unstone Company some time after closure in 1877.

From sinking until 1869 it was operated by G. Wright, from them Gill and Co. ran the

colliery from it being eopened in 1874 until about 1876 when it was run by
Havenhand and Allen for a short while until 1877.

16
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The colliery comprised of two shafts, the easterly being the upcast shaft and the
westerly the downcast shaft. The shafts were around 388deptinto the Blackshale
or Silkstone seam that was worked extensively in this area.

The seam being around 53 inches thick and comprising of the following section:

BRANCH 7" MICKLEY THICK AT 136' from the surface.
COAL 19" MICKLEY THIN AT 194" from the surface.
DIRT 6" GRENOSIDE SANDSTONE COAL AT 498' from

the surface.
COAL 21" (53 inches).

July 1st. 1893
Unstone Coal and Coke Company.

On Monday morning a deputation from the men employed by the Unstone Coal and
Coke Co. LTD. at thépperknowle and Dronfield collieries waited upon Mr. Ward
the manager and the chief officers at Mr.
invited representatives of the men so that he may explain the position in which they
the employers were now placéde collieries were now working at a loss of £130

per week so the company had now decided to rest down both collieries until the trade
improved which he did not think would be long. The notices would be served on
Thursday. The deputation agreed to acdepitices and expressed the hope that the
depression would soon pass away.

17
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The Colliery Site(ANB).

Tramway from the colliery to the railway.

November 18th. 1893.
*Boring for coal at Unstone.

A committee formed to test the seams for coaleulythg the nearly worked out
Silkstone or Blackshale bed have now completed their arrangements for commencing

18
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operations. The Unstone Coal and Coke Company have allowed a pit at Apperknowle
to be used for the purpose and to facilitate operations as rayissible, apparatus
has been brought to the place and the work will commence at once.

*The boreholes were apparently drilled in the pit bottom of Apperknowle colliery
easterly, or upcast shaft between 1:&%8om the Blackshale or Silkstone seam which

lay at about 385 feet from the surface. The borehole was 999 feet deep and proved the
undelying seams of coal

Arkwright Colliery. 1938 -1988. SK 47/57 429703

Coal was, and had been deep mined in collieries in the area for at least one hundred
years prior to the sinking of the Arkwright drifts. The initial sinking's were carried out
in thegood quality Top Hard seam from near to where the seam surfaces due to the
natural uplift in the strata caused by the Brimington Anticline. The drifts were sunk
this way because it is far easier to mine in coal than in rock. The nearby drifts of
Calow Maincolliery were sunk this way in the Blackshale seam which bassets out
nearby.

Arkwright colliery or 'Wangum pit', Corruption of the word wagon? Wagon pit.
Wagons as opposed to tubs used to move the coal. Came into existence to exploit the
coals on the Stan estates prior to the Second World War. The colliery was designed
to work an area of coal which was too remote for the Markham collieries to work at
that time and a company was set up under the umbrella of the St@eahganyto

mine the five hundredhs per day, the Arkwright colliery company trading as S.E.
Short and company whose offices were at 7. Glumangate, Chesterfield, The founders
of the which were Rex Ringham as chairman, Harold Berrisford as secretary with
John Hunter and Harold Kirk as thelliery agents. S E Short was chairman of the
Eckington Coal Company of J & G Wells. He was also the director of many
Chesterfield firms as well as the auditor for the Bolsover. Oxcroft. Bullcroft and
Hatfield Main colliery companies all of which thereatited by members of the

Staveley Company.
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The Colliery 12/7/87. (J. Rayner).

Plans to increase production from the colliery culminated in the digging of a shaft for
the colliery in the 1940's, a twenty one foot diameter shaft was to be coedtiarh

the surface to the Deep Soft seam at 220 yards from the surface. The shaft sinking was
carried out by the local building firm of Kirks under the management of George
Cowlishaw, not by a colliery shaft sinking teams The shaft was not completed and i
1952 after only ninety foot of brickwork had been fabricated the shaft was filled in,

the winding engine house removed and the winding equipment stripped and sent to a
colliery in Leicestershire. The buildings were then demolished and buried under the
spoil heap not to see light of day until the colliery spoil heaps were worked again in
early 1995 as part of the opencast project at Arkwright Town.

New Dumpers. New Shatft.

In 1952 the colliery was producing coal from the Top Hard seam and was oppning u
the reserves of the First Waterloo seam under the management of A W Gray and
F.Oldfield. By 1953 the Top Hard seam was exhausted and an increase in manpower
was required to work the First Waterloo seam, this was achieved by the transfer of
men from the @arby Bonds Main colliery which closed in that year. Production as a
result increased by 1968 to 625,000 tons increasing further to 750,000 tons by 1975.

Pit head baths were constructed in 1954 and extended in 1976.
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The original drifts of five hundred yas were later connected into the nearby Calow
Main workings which were owned by the Stavel®ympanyfive years after their
construction, the colliery expanded into the Sitwell seam during-494d later

into the First Waterloo seam. As the collieryparded and production on the faces

grew due to improvements in mining technology a third drift was planned, number
three drift. The new drift was connected to two ventilation fans on the surface to boost
the air flow throughout the workings of the minebgsl972 the Calow Main drifts

were in a poor state of repair and were abandoned The £25,000 drift constructed in
1972 helped the colliery to work four longwall faces, two in the Second Waterloo
seam, a third in the Second EIll Coal seam and the fourtle iboilv Main seam.

A further eighteen longwall faces were to be machined from 1982 until the planned
end of the collieries life in 1991. A planned link to Markham colliery was to be
constructed by 1988 into the workingslo# O wLnit 81 the Second Pipera@ of

number two colliery to take the remaining coal from the Arkwright faces and out of
the proposed new Markham surface drift, these plans were abandoned. The colliery
was salvaged, the Calow and Arkwright drifts sealed and the men transferred or given
early retirement by the collieries premature closure in April 1988.

(John Hall).
Derbyshire Times17th August 1945.
New Colliery at Arkwright.

A silver spade first used 92 years ago for the turning of the first sod of the Old
Springwell Collierywas used by Mr. D.N. Turner Chairman of the Staveley Company
on Tuesday when he cut the first sod of the proposed Arkwright No2 Colliery. In
asking Mr Turner to perform the ceremony for Mr R. Ringham (Collieries General
Manager) of the Staveley Companydstiat the shaft would be 21 feet in diameter
and would be sunk 220 yards into the Deep Soft seam for the ventilation of Ireland
colliery workings in that seam.

The winding engines and fan would be electrically driven and an oil driven standby
fan would ke provided.

Although provided essentially for ventilation purposes it was probable that areas of
coal in all seams below the Top Hards lying on the edge of the Royalty would be
worked from the shaft the diameter of which was considerably larger thaned: i
ventilation. It was decided that it could accommodate the largest type of mine car and
enable the most up to date methods to be adopted.
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As Mr Turner turned the first sod a fanfare was sounded and the Union Jack was
hoisted both at the scene oétberemony and above the screens at the nearby
Arkwright Colliery.

SEAM COLLIERY DATE WORKED
TOP HARD TOM LANE PRE 1852
MARKHAM PRE 1922
ARKWRIGHT 19391952
FIRST WATERLOO ARKWRIGHT 1951-1969
SECOND WATERLOO ARKWRIGHT 19691979
SECOND ELL MARKHAM 1930-1959
ARKWRIGHT 19711977
DEEP SOFT MARKHAM 19171957
ARKWRIGHT 19801983
DEEP HARD MARKHAM 19691977
BOLSOVER 19621970
WILLIAMTHORPE 19681970
FIRST PIPER MARKHAM 19781990
TUPTON WILLIAMTHORPE 19601961
ARKWRIGHT 19601982
BOLSOVER 19771989
THREEQUARTERS MARKHAM 19591969
BOLSOVER 19841985
ARKWRIGHT 19791986
BLACKSHALE CALOW MAIN 1910
BONDS MAIN 19131921
MARKHAM 19401990

Above. Deep Mined Coal Seams Worked in the Arkwright Area. Prior to the Large
'YRSNIIF1AY3 2F GKS mMohpnQa

SITE FROM TO TONNAGE ' AREAIN
ACRES
POOLSBROOK ' NOVEMBER = APRIL 1947 14,200 18.2
1946
ARK APRIL 1956 AUGUST 1958 | 101,495 67.123
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BAGSHAW MARCH 1951 OCTOBER 195 60,155 80.9
DUCKMANTON | FEBRUARY 194 JUNE 1950 117,279 97.6
MOOR
BLUE LODGE JANUARY 196C NOVEMBER 669,441 282.35

1966
LONGCOURSE | JULY 1947 OCTOBER 194/ 49,192 62.5
FARM
BLUE LODGE SEPTEMBER  JUNE 1970 189,344 14.9
EXTENSION 1967
MOOR LANE JUNE 1958 JULY 1959 6,767 10.88
BRIM MAY 1957 JULY 1959 184,417 99.79
TONGUE NOVEMBER MARCH 1955 | 277,775 94.3

1952

WESTCROFT JANUARY 195¢ NOVEMBER 313,379 120.74

1963
MOOR FARM AUGUST 1956 A JANUARY 196(C 300,008 179.3
ARKWRIGHT 91 NX & w™m 2004 3,200,000 ? ?
COLLIERY JULY 2003 OCTOBER 200. 420,000 SPOIL HEAPS
RECLAMATION 82 HECTARECS

Above.OpencadDperations in the Arkwright Area.

THE ADELPHI IRONWORKS

MEASURE & BALL IRONSTONE | ABOVE THE TOP HARD COA
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Ashgate Colliery. SK 36/37 36357215

; ¢
B , 22l & 20

1938

| have been able to pinpoint the site of a colliery at 36357215. | have also worked it
out from the following quote. 'Folly House (Opencast) 366725. 1% miles NW of
Chesterfield; % mile NNE Ashgate colliergeology of the Countrground
Chesterfield, Matlock and Mansfield. Smith, Rhys and Eden. H.M.S.O. 1967.
Appendix iii. p 393. The colliery is shown on the second and third edition Ordnance
Survey maps. This was confirmed by the colliery abandonment kitsoily loaned to

me by Mr. Jackson of the North Wingfield Local History group.

Also, at 365713 clay was mined and turned into blue damp course bricks and the
cheaper red bricks from clays mined from above the threequarter seam at the
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Waspnest Brick WorkgApparently still working in the 1960's). As above, p.237.
Fireclay has been extensively mined in this area from below the Low Tupton coal and
also from below the Threequarters seam. Nearby at Newbold Colliery the clays were
between one and three feetthi

It would appear that several small collieries have existed in this area the earliest
reference to coal is from 1811. However, one might surmise that coal was mined
earlier than this because in 1783 David Barnes and company had two furnaces at
Ashgateproducing pig iron presumably from local ironstone which accompanies the
coal seams.

The main area mined to the immediate west of Chesterfield (and the Brimington
Anticline) is as follows; A triangle from grid ref. 345722 following Linacre Brook,
Holme Brook and Brockwell Brook to grid ref. 371715 at Brockwell. Then following
the road roulgly westwards to grid ref. 347714. From the first edition O.S. Map there
are several coal pits and ironstone pits in this area, clay will definitely have been
mined here. A sandstone quarry was at 362709. To the rear of St. Thomas's church
around 1840. Th&897 map shows Offley Place coal pits in Lady Wood at 334713.

From the last quarter of the nineteenth century the collieries became much larger and
longer lasting. Prior to this mining was undertaken at the easy outcrop of the seams
and it was more practl to sink new shallow shafts into the coal than to maintain the
underground roadways. Ashgate Colliery is mentioned as employing 56 men in the
1920's. The coal may well have been worked for the Duke of Devonshire who owned
the Hardwick and Chesterfie@olliery Company whose offices were at 68 Saint

Helens Street Chesterfield.

The collieries around Ashgate, Boythorpe and Brampton worked extensively in the
Ashgate coal seam, (also called the Brampton thin coal) as the name suggests the
origin of the namés from the main area worked.

The seam is formed as follows:

Coal and dirt 9.5 inches

Bright coal 3.5 inches

Coal and dirt 5.5 inches

On 25 inches of bright coal

The seam is around 33 feet below the Blackshale seam.

ASHGATE COLLIERY COMPANY LIMITED.

ASHGATE ROAD.
CHESTERFIELD.

............................

(Chris Goodlad).

Informationextracted from the colliery abandonment plans.
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The colliery had two shafts, the number one at 85 yards deep and number two at 83.36
yards deep, the number two shaft beingmizgenortherly of the two shafts. A little

farther north is the Brockwell shathd old workings which may well have been

utilised by the colliery as extra ventilation and a further means of egress.

The colliery worked in the blackshale seam for a number of years and plans show
abandonment dates for the workings from 12927 and lar dates for roadways
constructed to the east as late as 1935.

The seam section worked was as follows:
Roof Flamper 8 1/2"

Batts 1"

Coal Tops 1' 7"

Dirt 8"

Tinkers 5"

Coal Bottom 1' 9 1/2"

Total 5' 3"

The colliery also worked in the Tupton coal and claih abandonment dates from
19321933. The Tupton coal was 2' 7" thick and the fireclay was a further 2' 6" thick.

Derbyshire Times, June 16th 1869.

Best screened and picked coalspér ton. Best unscreened 6/3 per ton.

Derbyshire Times, 5th.February 1876.

G. Margerison is honoured with instructions from Messrs. S.Hoskin and Co. to sell by
auction at the Ashgate colliery on the 8th. February the whole of the working plant,
engine house, offices etc. Comprising of 7 h.p. Portable engine hyyByas. Engine

bed, drum and gear, useful headgearing, 80 yards of wire rope, weighing machine by
Parsons to weigh 4 tons, 16 coal wagons.

BROCKIMELL SHAFT

©

OLO WORKINGD

X Numper D SHAFT

z

ASHGATE COLLERY BracksdaE §
TUPTon  ABAROSMMENT DATES

RGT To SCALE

o)
—,éﬂ—g; 7
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Alec Jackson.

Barlborough Collieries. SK 47/57

Several mines have been worked on Barlborough Common anel surronding

area but coalvas not the only mineral worked. Nineteenth century maps show
extensive working of coal, clay and limestone. There were several lime Kilns in one
quarry possibly owned by Edward Scholefield who is known to have owned a lime
works here in 1811.

It is also posSibIe that the minerals may hdve been worked along with irdnstone at
least as early as the eleventh century as the village of Barlborough has an entry in the
Doomsday book of 1086 and the minerals may have been usedacahtarms and
houses.
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Barlborough Common. Farey mentiond811. 471762Worked for the Rodes family
by Appleby and Company for the Companies Eckington Ironworks. There were
several mining operations in that area. The last of the collieries closed Aty

War Two.

Beighton Field.457767. Farey mentions 1811. 160800. Several colliery shafts in
an area around Beighton Fields Priory and Barlborough Low Common. Mining coal
and clay from the High Hazel and Top Hards seam. Produced its own bricks.

Barlborough. (Speetley Colliery?)490777. Near to Speetley Cottages.
Abandoned by 1953 maps.

Barlborough Colliery 483758. Sunk in 1873 also called Oxcroft No 3.
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Derbyshire Times. 27 October 1888.

A meeting of the miners employed at Barlborough Colliery belonging to the Staveley
Coal & Iron Company was held at the Anchor Inn Clowne on Monday night. A
resolution was passed that the miners must stand by their notices.

21% October 1893.

A crowdedmeeting of the Barlborough and Southgate miners was held in the large

room of the Anchor Inn Clowne on Saturday. Mr. C. Johnson moved that the miners

of both collieries be not prepared to accept any reduction in their wages. But hereby

pledge them selves abide loyally by the decision of the Federation. Mr. S.

Woodhead (amidst cheers) said they were prepared to hear the New Year chimed in
before they would return to work at the ma:

3rd September 1921.

The Staveley Companyb6s Barl borough pit whe]
closed downMr. D.N.Turner Agent of Staveley Coal & Iron Company told the

Derbyshire Couriers reporter that the reason for closing the pit was that it was

working at a loss the em would no doubt be given their notices next week. The

Barlborough Colliery is a hard coal pit and has two shafts. The closing of this pit

following so closely on the shutting down of Markham No.1 and Bonds Main pits will

cause a vast amount sufferingand hardship to Basbrough and the surrounding

villages.

24" March 1923.

The Staveley Coal & I ron Companyo6s Barl bor
with alterations and developments which the Company propose to make at the pit will

prevent thee at present employed there being thrown out of work. It is proposed to

sink in to the Blackshale seam necessitating the building of a new engine house for

winding purposes and to develop still further the Deep Soft seam.

Mr. D. N. Turner Agent statetthat immediate operations would commence with a

view to deepening the shaft which is now in use and also another shaft close by but
which has not been used for many years. It would not be necessary to employ
additional miners he said because asiitissgetting worked out. As it became

worked out the labour would be absorbed into the new development consequently no
unemployment would be caused.
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Cottam Nol or Cottam Old pit. 465771. J.& G. Wells and then Appleby &
Company, Eckington Coal &on Company17981886.

Cottam No2 or Cottam Newpit. 18261892. Appleby & CoEckington Coal & Iron
CompanyColliery and Brickyard 184Mining Top Hard and High Hazels seams
from at least four shafts. Site was served by a static steam engine GO3K74828
the remains of which are still there.

Remains of Stone Steam Engine House@ast IronPipework.(ANB).
Cottam Colliery.

Cottam No.1 and tramway to Renishaw Ironworks and up to Cottam No.2.
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A comment from me.Cottam railway is pretty level from looking at the site, seems
to follow the contours well from Cottam 1 to Renishaw Ironworks. The run up to
number two was a different matter it crosses the contours. Although theaal w
running downhill materials either came up the grade or by road from Barlborough
road and downhill. The na2amway later linked to the LRECR. There is a length

of light gauge rail in the wood at the bottom of the incline somewhere. | still wouldn't
like to be stood in front of a full tub coming down the incline though.

Derbyshire Times2" October 1880.

On Wednesday morning an accident, that resulted fatally, occurred at the Cottam
Colliery Barlborough when a youth named Jennings was crushed viduige a

amount of bind fell on him crushing him severely. Such was the quantity of bind that
fell a pony was also killed.

17" January 1883.

At Messrs Appleby and Companyédés Cottam
occurred on Thursday morning whevotmen were burnt.

16" July 1890.

A shocking accident, which terminated fatally, occurred at noon on Wednesday to Mr.
Hazelby enginewright at the colliery, which is at Barlborough and belonging to the
Renishaw Iron Company. The coal from the cojlisrconveyed part of the way to
Renishaw Iron Works in trucks drawn up an incline. Mr. Hazleby was proceeding
from his office to the colliery up the incline when he met a loaded train. He stepped
out of the way apparently forgetting some empty trucks wem@ng up on the other

line. These dashed against him resulting in his skull being fractured.

12" November 1892.

On Monday all the men in connection with the above colliery employed by Messrs
Appleby and Company Renishaw Iron Works left their employment owing to the coal
having being got belonging to the Company.

Glebe Colliery.

18351868. Worked the Clowne sedrmm three shafts at 22yards deep for the Rodes
and Pole families also coked the coal and mined and produced bricks.

Hazel Colliery or Hazel Well Colliery and Brickyard. (Ex Cottam New Colliery).
Serviced by the L.D.&E.C.Railway. Opened in 19069 a onsortium of local
businessmeand closed in 1914 for coal production but continued to produce bricks
as the Barlborough Brick Compahimited until closure in 1917

Hollinwood Colliery

18651894460776 Worked the Top Hard coals at 73 yards fromsindace.
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Knitaker or Nittaker |,

Mentioned in 1811 by Farey as working under yellow lime. Owned by the Rodes
family and working from early eighteenth to early nineteenth century.

Park Hall Drift .

18951908469787 Worked by the Park Hall Colliel@ompany to work the High
Hazel seam but closed in 1908 as unprofitable. Employed at its peak 100 men
underground and 30 on the surface.

Pebley Lane.

An area worked from the middle ages on lands owned by the Rodes family of
Barlborough Hall. Presumablize coal fed the fires of the Hall. Mentioned by Farey
1811. Not worked much in the #€entury.

Pebley or Peggers Pit.

18961928. 49107785. A Staveley Company pit. Working the Two Foot Seam. Top
Hards and High Hazel seams. The number two shaft wagsoee|n 1937 to the
Deep Soft and Sitwell seams. The colliery closed in 1928 as unprofitable. 31 men
employed underground and 35 on the surface.

Westfield Colliery.

464771.1840.

Westfield Sough.

1811. Worked by two shafts just off Westfield Lane itite High Hazel seam at 150
feet from the surface. There were several shafts here from197D

Woodhouse Colliery.
18561881.
Woodhouse Lane Colliery.

18301878. 466762. Working the shallow seams of the Top Hard and High Hazel for
the Rodegamily.

454758. In 1840 a pub existed at Mastin moor called the Jovial Collier.

Clay pits at 460766. Limestone Quarry and Lime Kilns at 490773.

33



North Derbyshire Collieries

Beighton Fietls Priory. (ANB).
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Barlow Collieries. SK 36/37

Barlow Lees Colliery and tramwdyom 342759 to 349755

Barlow Lees Colliery and tramway from 342759 to 349755
Monkwood Nol or Old Pit 349755

Monkwood No2 or New Pit and tramway from 346760 to 349755
Crowhole Colliery 341756
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1883 Ordnance Survey.

From the older Ordnance Survey mapshis area the local collieries of Monkwood
No2 or New Monkwood and Barlow Lees colliery were served by a tramway
network. Also along the Barlow Brook valley bottom ran a tramway which served
Crowhole colliery.
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Ordnance Survey 18%howing Crowhole Colliery as disused, Barlow Lees Colliery
as Disused Monkwood New Colliery in use.
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All collieries fed or did feed by tramway to Monkwood Old Colliery (Disused) and
then on towards Sheepbridge by the Sheepbridge Branch line.

This iswhere the tramways from Barlow Lees and Monkwood NoZ2. Enter the railway
sidings on Monkwood Old Colliery. Photograph was taken late evening and is looking
upwards towards the collieries that were in production.

A large marker stone marks the point. SK/336 349755.

| am not aware of the particular way in which the tramway was operated. It may have
been that because two of them were on an incline, Lees and Monkwood the full tubs
of coal would traverse down the incline by gravity and pull up materialgs zuptly

tubs on another parallel tramway.

The second was used when there was no incline such as between Crowhole and
Monkwood which could have been a static steam engine pulling a wire rope haulage
system network with a return wheel at the end of the teyniwubs could be clipped

on or off the continually moving loop of the rope. You would only need one track as
one rope travels one way and the other side is moving in the opposite direction.

The Colliery Foundation.

In 1763 a lease was granted to John Barnes the farmer of Brampton for an existing
colliery in the Barlow area, the lease was for twenty one years at an annual rent of
£105 per annum, which was normal practice for the era. The lease was signed by
Robert Haley, James West and Margaret Cavendish daughter of the Second Earl of
Oxford. (This original lease can be viewed as part of the Barnes Collection in
Chesterfield Public Library). The lease and land passing on from the Harleys to the
Second Duke of Portlarmh the marriage of Margaret Cavendish to the Earl Duke of
Portland. Only two pits were allowed to draw coal at any one time but as much coal as
possible could be extracted from each pit. Old pits had to be filled in and the land
returned to its originaltate. Any subsidence caused by the mining operations had to
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be paid for or put right and access onto other peoples land (trespass) had to be paid
for.

The lease is signed and dated August 1st Angi3production stadtfrom the

collieries in November thatear. The first shaft was forty eight yards deep and was
sunk by the contractors Peeler Booker at a cost of ten shillings and sixpence per yard,
with expenseslhese being, one shilling and sixpence for gunpowder and four

guineas Blacksmiths expenses figpairs to the boring rods. Another shaft was sunk

to a depth of forty nine yards and two fédbre shafts were sunk over the period
17661786 at a cost to the Barnes family of between nine and twelve shillings per
yard. The collieries worked the longwallstem which originated in Staffordshire and
was capable of producing around 250 tons of coal each day. The coal was carted from
the pit head initially by the local company of Bramwell and Company. Who also sold

it for the Barnes family. A unique recorfithe mining expenses was kept by Barnes
during the life of the collieries.

On the 10th. November 1774 a workman was paid two shillings for breaking a lump
which fell on and killed Gilbert Booker. Wages of the day were (47246) for

hewers and drivagesound one shilling and sixpence and (3:1769) one shilling

and eight pence per day. Miners names were recorded in the book for receiving
certain one off payments for work done out of the ordinary. Joseph Renshaw (1765).
Moses Tagg (1776). And John Creok

During the period 1772776 expansion work was carried out on the mines because

the Highfields section was nearing exhaustion and in 1776 shafts were sunk at nearby
Sudbrook with drifts being driven between the mines by Moses Tagg which would
suggesthat the extent of the workings needed improved ventilation as the single shaft
system was inadequate to supply the needs of the miners. Money was also spent on
improving underground roadways and transportation. At the first Barlow pit a gin
winding enginevas constructed. A gin being a tripod construction with a winch for

the winding engine. This was complimented in January 1777 when a dam was
constructed and a 'fire engine' (Steam engine), was built to drive pumps. Water wheels
were also employed to drivaeank driven pumps at the collieries. The steam engine

cost £275.16s.6d. To construct using many second hand parts, the boy who was put in
charge of the engine was called George Stevenson.

The costs involved with the sinking of the shafts, opening umthes and installing
the engine was £545.3s.6d. Which was quite a loss for the family from17B83

The family also had mines at Cutthorpe, Brampton and Baslow, the land on lease
from the Duke of Devonshire at Chatsworth on the north side of the esteteda

drift mine sunk by Booker ando. © mine domestic coal for the estate. Interestingly,
during the 1912 strike the old pillars of coal left in the mine were worked to supply
coal for the heating of the greenhouses on the estate.

Coal mining continad in the area from these small beginnings, the collieries became
larger as the need for coal increased and this led to the construction of the Monkwood
branch line from Chesterfield (Sheepbridge) on the main Derby to Sheffield line in
1850. An earlier plawas to link the Chesterfield canal to the coalfield and then
through to the Cromford canal, these plans were part of a great expansion of the
countries canals which failed due to lack of financial support. The Barlow coal was
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peculiarly free of sulphurral thus ideal for use in steel making or for Coke and steam
coal. The collieries in Monkwood at Barlow produced coal at Barlow Lees colliery
and the New Monkwood colliery and transported it then by tubs on a tramway from
each of the two collieries which w900 yards and over a mile away respectively
and which converged at the Old Monkwood colliery where it was unloaded onto the
railway branch line for transportation.

In line with other colliery companies the Monkwood colliery company built miners
cottage a Barlow, Rutland Terrace and school was built to house and educate its
workforce, the two storey row of houses overlooking the woods which hid the
collieries. Other miners lived on site at the Old Monkwood (Number one) colliery up
until the collieries osure in the latter half of the 1890's, now a farm. In June 1880
there was an unsuccessful strike over wages, Monkwood wages were less than those
at other collieries and this may have been a reflection of the financial situation of the
company as the Momkood colliery company (Barlow Furnace) failed with debts of
£33,000 in 1881. The collieries closed finally in 1898 on February 11th. As a result of
the recession in the coal industry, most of the men had transferred earlier to the
Grassmoor collieries owdéoy the Barnes family.

Monkwood Collieries were owned by J.C.Plevins 18885, then Monkwood

Colliery Company 1864880, then J.C.Plevins, Managed by William Hill.

Monkwood Plevins may possibly be one and the same company Late in 1874 the
Durham MinersAssociation sought to buy Monkwood as part of a joint stock

company under the guise of the-Gperative mining company. The mines may have
reopened in the early part of the twentieth century from information given to me by

the late Mr. George Siddall. Heaalls how his father left his tools at the mine on a
Friday never to see them again because the mine flooded over the weekend causing it
to be permanently closed.

Barlow Lees tramway crosses footpath
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Support built out of stone quarriedtally

Footpath travelled by many miners

Soak in the atmosphere

Ventilation tunnel
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Upcast ventilation tunnel to the chimney

More return air buildings

Brick on stone

Iron tie bars on chimney site
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Stone walled building

Stood in return shaft arch is return airway to tunnel

The whole site is raised from ground level by a mound of spoil

Return shaft brickwork

In 2002
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Shaft wall

Monkwood New Pit. Monkwood No 2.
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Sunk through the Cockleshell coal at 30feet, Low Tupton at 85 feet, Blackshale at 296
feet, Ashgate at 309 feet and the shaft bottomed at 319 feet.

Photographs are of No2 colliergmains taken in 1992.

Area has now been landscaped.

Monkwood Old Pit. Monkwood No 1.
Sunk through Blackshale coal at 199 feet and the Ashgate at 247 feet.

Monkwood Colliery- the opening of the new shaft at Barlow Lees.
Derbyshire Times 26th MarcI8IO0.

One of the most noticeable steps in advance in the immediate neighbourhood of
Chesterfield has been that of the Monkwood Colliery company which has just sunk a
new shaft in furtherance of the extension of the workings and has laid down a
tramway of umusual character from the mouth of the pit to the railway which runs
through the Dunston Valley, joining the Midland line at Lockoford. The colliery has
been worked by two shafts and it was deemed advisable by Mr. Bell the experienced
manager of the compwgno sink a third shaft about half a mile north of the old pits.

The shaft was commenced on 17th August 1869 and the company commenced to
draw coal out of it on the 20th January 1870.

The total depth of the shaft is 63 yards and it is bricked througimolits fitted with

wire guide ropes instead of the old wooden conductors. The cages (it is a double
shaft) weight 10 cwt each. They are suspended with steel wire ropes and worked by
an engine of 40 h.p. Built by Oliver and Co. having a flywheel of 12ediameter.

The 40 h.p. Boilers were built by Mr. Arnold of Chesterfield. Between the old
workings and the new pit which is situated at Barlow Lees there is a tramway which is
worked by an endless chain passing round a windlass drum and round a flywheel a
each end. As soon as the workmen at the new shaft have filled a corve they work a
signal wire to the engine man at the main pit who is 900 yards away and when the
chain is in motion the empty corves come up as fast as the full ones go down.

It seems thiafurther extension of the workings were needed as in January 1875
another pit was to be sunk at Monkwood. The sinking was to be let; the shaft was 60
yards deep with no water to contend with. The contract was to be allotted by Mr.
Dixon the colliery engiger.

James Mee and William Riddle were charged with having whilst working 160 yards
from the pit bottom pipes and tobacco in their possession. Finedilldcosts.

Derbyshire Times 5th January 1876.
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Barlow School &Rutland Terrace. Built for thé/orkers.(ANB).

Good stall men can have constant employment at Monkwood colliery Barlow. They
can have houses at the colliery if they so widkrbyshire Times 27th October
1864.

Monkwood No.2. Colliery.

This walk covers a few miles and was originally written in 1990, some things have
since changed but it is basically the same walk. The starting point is at Lea Bridge
around SK 36/37 344754 it is worth noting the inscription under the bridge on
Keepers Cdage side, you might have to get your feet wet to seehié bridge was
once part of the local pack horse route to Sheffield and Baslow.

An inscription undet.eaBridge reads:

John Ingman y
Mason & Hugh
Rippon y Thirdbaro
in 1722

Lee Bridge. (ANB).

A Thirdbaro was a keeper of the peace or a constable third in line in the local
command structure. John Ingham was the mason who built or rebuilt the bridge under
the command of Hugh Rippon the constable in 1722.
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Walking from Lea Bridge with your badhk the cottages walk to the right towards the
small footbridge turn left as you cross over the wooden bridge and bear left and
follow the brook on your left is a small square stone building which is possibly the
remains of an old sheep dip and a smalletomlt bridge over the brook, the bridge is
made of local stone and it diverts the original footpath over the brook as it comes
down from Monkwood colliery. At this point the footpath becomes much wider and
appears to be stone paved.

On the path at 343B is an embankment lined with local stone this is the remains of
the tramway bridge which carried the coal over the footpath from Barlow Lees
colliery to the Old Monkwood or the number one colliery. The footpath is now about
twelve feet wide, wide enoudbr carts and ponies and a little farther on; on the right
is the place where the stone for the tramway bridge and footpath was quarried. The
footpath climbs uphill and ends up at the colliery.

The remains of New Monkwood or the number two colliery &@1&6760 and are

raised about fifteen feet above the ground level and the elevation is built by utilising
shale and coal waste. The air shaft feeding to the ventilation chimney can be seen it is
constructed out of six and a half foot brick arching sabprof blocks of stone. (This

is now filled in as the roof was collapsing). The upcast shaft is about five feet deep
now, red brick lined and about eight foot in diameter. Evidence of other brick and
stone buildings can be seen and a little further ughihé downcast shaft. Off the
steepest edge of the hill over to the fields was the other tramway that took the coal
from here to the number one colliery. The shafts were over 300 feet deep.

The colliery is shown as disused in 1919 and not present onah2g6. The
colliery may have closed around 1881 when the Monkwood colliery company failed.
It is also possible that the pit was mothballed and reopened later on.

There is little to identify that Monkwood number one colliery at 349755 ever existed
but the fields at the back of the timber yard once housed several railway sidings for
the Monkwood branch line and the coal was loaded here from the collieries that came
via two tramways. A walk down the branch line starts from the timber yard, cross the
road and you will see that the first part of the old line has been made into a road. The
line is well defined with the remains of many rotting rail sleepers are lying about, the
walls that bound the line are made from gweyite boulders of slag from the iron or

steel process and are now discoloured with age. Off the line comes the Nesfield
branch line that serviced the Nesfield colliery nearby. This is a pleasant walk that
unfortunately terminates at the Sheepbridge industrial estate.

Derbyshire Times.March 18" 1871.

Adoption of the Industrial Partnership System at Monkwood Colliery.

It is becoming to be generally recognised that the combination of capital and labour is

highly conducive to the success of any mercantile concern. The principle of any

industrial partnerships introduced sometime ago by Mr. Briggs has been found to

work so well at the Whitewood collieries and other places that about 12 months ago

Mr . Emmer son Bainbridge manager of the Duk:
resolved if possible tadopt it at the Monkwood colliery near Chesterfield.
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Bathurst Main. SK 46/56 47306960
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Information from Abandonment plans of 1893.

Compiled by A.H. Stokes, H.M. Inspector of Mines. Derby. 28th January 1893.

Parish: Scarcliffe.

County: Derbyshire.

Mineral: Silkstone Coal & Fireclay.

Date of Abandonment:15th December 1891.
Cause of AbandonmentThickness of seam.
Owner: Lord Bathurst.

Leased to:William Arkwright, Sutton Scarsdale.
Section:Coal: 23 inches.

Section:Clay: 30 inches.

Near to the area now known @arr Valeasmall collierywas sunlduring the late
nineteenth centurgndaffectionately known by locals as 'Batties Main', which was
situated to the south of the later Lancashire, Derbyshire and East Coast Railway
tunrel between Carr Vale and Scarcliffe, on Darwood Lane, Spittal Green,
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overlooking the village. Bathurst Main colliery mined coal on land belonging to Earl
Bathurst or Lord Byron of Cirencester Park Gloucestershire who purchased the
manors of Palterton ancc&cliffe in the middle of the eighteenth century from the
Aspley family. It was on this original site that the clays were mined from a small
footril. The colliery worked from two small seams of coal, the Wales and Highmain
seams. Sometimes called the UpBekstone or Silkstone seams.

The colliery worked small scale here until around 1891 (According to. Geology of the
Country Around Chesterfield, Matlock and Mansfield. Smith, Rhys and Eden.
H.M.S.0.) When work from the early adits and the later shafiext officially.
Unofficially however the colliery allegedl"
twentieth century culminating in production during the 1972 strike when coal was
wound to the surface using an overturned motorcycle as a winding eXxginean
appreciate the small scale of the coal mining operations when you realise that the
Highmain seam is only twenty three inches thick and the Wales seam between eleven
and sixteen inches thick as they run from Carr Vale to Palterton. It was Haur&at

along with other local landowners who sought to exploit mineral reserves on their
estates but | think they may have been a little disappointed with the coal reserves here.
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Colliery Site & Remains. (ANB).

LD&ECR and tunnel , Shaft
site late 1890's Colliery Site

Darwood House

Tramway

Palterton Carr House

BATHURST MAIN SITE 1889

' Brickworks

Doe Lea Branch Line

Near to the colliery site borehole was drilled one hundred and forty feet into the
measures below the Highmain coal seam and a water treatment plant was set up for
Bolsover Council as the borehole yielded between four and eight thousand gallons of
water per hour. The water was thesated with lime and pumped up to Bolsover to
supply the area. It was possibly still in use during the 1960's.

According to later reports the colliery was in use as late as 1896 when the brickworks
were to be sold at auction as a going concern. Ttissdhe question were there two
collieries in the vicinity? Were the two adits a later colliery and the single shaft an
earlier colliery? The single shaft method of mining was outlawed in 1862 after the
Hartley colliery disaster. Or could it be that bottite and the shaft formed one mine?

A lease was taken out for the mine in 1885 (31/12/1885) from Lord Byron for forty
years at a cost of £100 this included the Clowne seam which lays at a depth of 497
feet from the surface and is around three feet niclees thick and another seam

which is eleven yards above it. (This second seam is only seven inches thick as the
Swinton Pottery Coal). Not really a viable proposition one would think. The lease
provided for 257 acres of coal. The mined coal was transpiodiedthe colliery to

the brick works by fifty chains of haulagepe powered by a 14 horsepower

horizontal haulage engine.
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The Brick Yard.

The Byron brickworks or Bathurst Main may have been owned or assisted by the
Sheepbridge company who worked tadliery at Glapwell or one of the sister

companies of the Staveley company who worked with the Sheepbridge company on
many local ventures and who worked the Ramcroft colliery nearby. The name 'Main'
would suggest the Staveley company as many of iteeceli were named 'Main'.

Electricity generated at the Staveley companies Devonshire Works was fed to the

New Byron Brick company works during 1927 as part of a fifty four point two mile
system supplying local industry with power on a six thousand six adnaiit supply

at thirty cycles per second. Bricks were manufactured from the clays of the

mudstones, silty mudstones and siltstones that were found above the Wales coal seam.

The workings included twenty foot of silty mudstones and siltstone bandayinerl
twenty five foot of mudstone and silty mudstone with ironstone bands and nodules.
The works closed before the Second World War bajpened during the war to

supply the nations building needs. The clay holes were later filled in with refuse and
thesite landscaped. It is said that Byron Bricks were the countries hardest and most
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colliery companies purchased their bricks from here to use at their collieries, these
bricks were marked with the name of the particular colliery or firm they were to be
usedat and so several variations of the same brick can be unearthed locally.

Staveley, Hardwick, Ramcroft, Glapwell, Sutton, Byron etc.

1ver Doe Lea

Bathurst Brick
Works 1898

2Carr Lane

Palterton & Sutton Station

From The Derbyshire Times.

After the death of the owner a Charles Baker in 1890 the Bathurst Firestone and Brick
Company, held under lease from Earl Bathurst and his Trustees under a lease taken
out on the 31st. December 1895 for forty years at £100 per annum rent, since reduced
to £50 was put up for auction. The Auction was held at the Angel Hotel Chesterfield
on Saurday April 5th. 1890. The works were sold as a going concern and included a
mine.
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Palterton & Sutton,”

4

Station 7 !

v
.

1921
In 1893 the works were put up for auction

October 28th 1893 at 3:00 pm. Again at the Angel Hotel Chesterfield. Property
includes a Newcastle kiln with production capabilities of 100,000 bricks per week
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with a new chimney. Two Galloway boilers and a well for water for the works that
was thirty feet deep. An engine house, drying shed, tramway to footril and winding
engine. Alog with other portable plant. The works is capable of producing 120,000
bricks per week in total. The works is connected to the Doe Lea Branch line of the
Midland Railway by sidings and access is made by a good road.

Again the works is put up for auctios a going concern and is again to be sold by
auction at the Angel Hotel Chesterfield on February 1st. 1896. By agreement with
Pearson and Sons contractors which runs out at the end of June next. Property
includes kilns, drying sheds, two eight foot claypand fifteen inch rollers, pug

mill, brick press, stone crusher, two Galloway boilers, two cottages and the works.
The supply of clay is almost unlimited and is thick and of excellent quality. There is a
high demand for bricks locally for workers cottageorks and underground use with

the extensive coalfield building programmes at Bolsover, Creswell, Shirebrook and
Warsop.

It would appear then that during this period of short ownership a lot of investment was
being made to the works culminating in tlaéesof the plant during the building boom

of the local colliery and housing sites at Bolsover, Creswell, Shirebrook and Warsop
for the Bolsover, Sheepbridge , Shirebrook and Staveley companies.

New Byron Brick Co. HK Boulter 1955.

53



North Derbyshire Collieries

After the firethe building is inspected by Mr. Platts. Mr. Chapman and Mr. Vass.
From the Derbyshire Times Saturday July the 20th 1889 p. 8: col 5.
A Child Decapitated Near Bolsover. A Colliery Proprietor Censured.

On Friday, the 12th instant an inquest was opened at Mr Baker's brickworks near
Bolsover Mr C. G. Busby coroner respecting the death of Mary Tinsley aged two the
was Killed by three trolleys passing over a on the tramway at the Bathurst Main
colliery Bolsaver. The inquest was however adjourned until Monday when it was held
in at the Anchor Inn at Bolsover. George Thomas Tinsley, Market Gardner identified
the body is that of his daughter. The child had gone to stay at Mrs Redferns Bathurst
Cottage. The trodly line ran past the house down to the brick yard and it was opposite
the cottage where his daughter was killed. There was no fencing to keep people of the
line. Mary Ann Radford and said about two o'clock the deceased went out of the
house towards the traline, her own child following her. A few minutes afterwards

she heard the trolleys ascending and she ran and found the deceased body lying on the
line decapitated. It was about 30 a 40 yards away from the house. The head was
completely severed from theuhk. She at once obtained assistance, and had the body
removed into the house. There was no fence on either side of the line. She had never
complained of the dangerous state of the line. She had never heard anyone speak
about a fence being put all to pesx people from getting onto the line.

George Bynot, engine driver at the colliery, said he drove the engine that lowered the
wagons from the colliery to the brick yard. The engine was a stationary one, and was
situated at the bottom of the incline. Wherthe engine shed he could not see the line

but had a man who gave him signals when the line was clear. On the day named about
3 p.m. the signal to proceed was given. He never heard any jerk as the wagons came
down. When near the cottages he always slattaspeed. Three wagons when full,

weigh about three and half tons. He had never had an accident there previously. He
had never had any complaint with reference to a fence being placed on each side of
the line.

Henry Smith, Palterton, said he was signahmat the colliery incline. He started the

wagons by pushing them off and they follow them down as far as the cottages about
900 yards away. The wagons always stop there, in order that he might see whether the

54



North Derbyshire Collieries

line was clear or not. If it was he waved hands to the engine driver, who came to
the window in the shed. On the day named at three o'clock he did not see the deceased
on the line He could see the part of the line where the deceased was killed.

Thomas Redfern, brick maker said the place wherdéhbeased lost her life was a

very dangerous one, but he had never received any complaints about it. It was a very
dangerous place for children. He could not keep his own children off. He then spoke
to finding the body on the line. Captain Smith, said MHA Stokes had seen the

place, but he did not complatio them about it.

A verdict of accidental death was returned, the jury adding the following rider; that
they consider Mr Baker the owner of the tramway censurable for not having erected a
sufficientfencing at the side of the said tramway, and recommended that such fence
be forthwith erected and further that some better system be established with the
engine house on the top of the said tramway so that the wagons descending the
tramway might be brouglulirect to a standstill.

Bolsover Colliery of the Bolsover Colliery Company.

'‘Staunch and True'

SK 47/57 46087103

The Three Bafts at Bolsover Colliery Circa 1930.
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BolsoverColliery Company was formed after Emerson Bainbridge took up a lease of
land from the Duke of Portland to mine coal in the locality in 1889. Twelve men

started sinking the number one and two shafts each of fourteen feet in diameter. Three
hundred and fiftysix yards later they reached the top hard seam that was six feet

thick. Coal was first mined late in 1891. The company was chaired by Sir Henry Hall
Scott until 1909 and Emerson Bainbridge until his death in 1911, the first colliery
manager being Sir Jolilowright Houghton. Further expansion of the company led to
the opening of collieries at Cresswell in 1896, Clipstone colliery in 1922, Thorsby
colliery in 1928, Mansfield in 1905 and Rufford colliery in 1913. Land was leased

from several local landowrer t 0 expand the company6s inteil
land from the Duke of Portland, Lord Savile and Earl Manvers. The coalfield was

often called the Dukeries coalfield because of this.

The Colliery 1990. (J. Rayner).

The Bolsover company directorptand William Arkwright of Sutton Hall were
responsible for the Lancashire Derbyshire and East Coast railway in its ambitious plan
to link the east and west coastal ports to coal produced on the Sutton and other local
estates in the 1890's. The plan tp@nt local coal to the coast and then wenldie

was not completely successful as the line was initially only to run from Chesterfield to
Lincoln and not from Warrington to Sutton on Sea with extensive coal handling
facilities on 170 miles of new track amended.

Close to the town of Bolsover and the village of Carr Vale lies the village of New
Bolsover or 'the Model Village' which was created by the paternalistic Bolsover

colliery company in the 1890's to house the colliery workforce. The plans were

created by Percy Houghton and Emerson Muschamp Bainbridge the chairman of the
company in 1888 and revised by Sir Richard Webster. Building work commenced in
1891 and by late 1892 fifty of the two hundred houses were occupied. Included in the
designoftheviilage wer e a mi n e fo@esative stoeetandt ut e, schoo
orphanage for children of fathers killed in the employ of the company, allotment
gardens, Methodist and Anglican churches and a large assembly hall and a bandstand
on the village green. The espment led to the building of the larger Creswell 'Model
Village' in 1901 and the creation of Forest Town near to Mansfield Woodhouse.
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Vesting in Day, Private Ownership to Public Ownership. 1/1/1@4i@known).

Three types of houses were constrda@eNew Bolsover, two types to house workers.

Single story for small families and double story (attic room) for larger families and

the oVillasd that was nearer to the colli el
from the pit to the village to heip its construction and on completion was used to

transport coal for the home fires and bring the night spoil back for disposal. The

village was patrolled by the Bolsover colliery police officer and in the 1920's New

Bolsover had sergeant G.Murrey and coastable looking after the inhabitants.

New Bolsover in the Shadow of the Castle. (ANB)

(FromThe LateEric Mouncey).
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One of the two Bolsover Spitfires.

(J. Ball).

In the second year of World War 1, Lord Beaverbrook came up with a novel idea, this
was to suggest that towns and communities throughout this country and the
commonwealth raise cash to purchase fighter aircraft for the R.A.F. Bolsover colliery
raised sufitient funds to purchase two Spitfires at a cost of £5,700 each. No mean
feat for the colliery Spitfire fund as Chesterfield was unable to raise enough money to
buy one aircraft let alone two. The Spitfire was chosen because of its ability to fire the
sengs of thepopulousat a critical period of the warhe miners of Bolsover also

donated 1 old penny for every 1(80p) they earned, towards the SHEPLEY Spitfire
Fund, donated by Mrs Shepley of Holmesfi@dth Bolsover Spitfires first flew on

March 26th1940 and were both of the Mark I's with RaReyce engines from Derby

and built by Vickers Armstrong (Supermarine).

Wesleyan Church and Orphanage

According to the will of Emerson Muschamp Bainbridigeas to havebeen expanded
to haveincludeda hospital, an orphanage,home for aged miners and their families
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and offices to be used in connection with charitable work involving the proper
upbringing of children.

BoiLsovER CoLuiERY CLuB.

Bolsover Colliery Club at New Bolsover.

Apart from the Colliery Club men had mamtramural activities to broaden their
minds including the colliery band. The following photographs are of the band and in
particular the relations of Jo Webley.

Photo with instruments, grandfather Thomas Webley is seated 1st left with the base
tubor,uncle Tom is standing above him 3rd left without a flat cap.
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1927Bolsover Colliery School.Some of the men are still covered in coal dust.

Phob without instrumentgyrandfather Thomas Webley is the tallest gent 3rd right.
Again 1927.LocationMidland Station Bolsover Colliery

Bolsover Colliery Boilers wittMr Foster who was the bandmaster.

Photographsio Webley.
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Bonds Main Colliery. SK 46/56 420679
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The original artist is William Ashall former miner at Bonds Main Colliery.

Theoriginal drawing is with his Sein-Law John Whysall13th June 1929.

In 1882 the Staveley company leased 5,000 acre of coal reserves on the Sutton estates
from William Arkwright under the terms of a sixty three year lease. By the year 1885

the new Sutton colliery of Markham number one was in production, demand
outstripped supply so a further colliery was sunk nearby at Markham as number two
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colliery. In 1895 the demand forcamin c e agai n outstripped the
supply it and so a further lease was taken out by the company for coal on the Sutton

estate at Temple Normanton. This area had been worked by small collieries in the
shallower seams and the new shafts wenk $70 yards north, 29 degrees east of the

church of Saint James.

Bonds or Bonds Main colliery was sunk from 18B8B8 on the western edge of the

Brimington anticline, it started production in 1898 and its supply jointly with the other

local Staveley comany collieries was 15 million tons per annum. As was the norm

for the Staveley company, housing and amenities for the workforce were built locally

and at Arkwright. The colliery was probably named after George Bond a Staveley

company Director and Charlédar k hamés ri gh®6)hand man. (184

A branch line was constructed from Chesterfield to the colliery and to Calow Main
colliery, the venture was started in 1899 and was completed on May 13th 1901, the
tack bed was later utilised as part of the new Hea@htsterfield M1 link dual
carriageway. The colliery was sold to the Clay Cross company in 1924 as a going
concern and was one of the collieries vested into the Coal Board on Nationalisation in
1947. The colliery closed in 1953 with the workforce beingdferred to Arkwright

colliery to work the newly opened First Waterloo seam.

--sis"
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1938
Bonds Main Colliery.
28" September 1895.

We are informed on the best authority that a new pit will be sunk on the Sutton Estate
near Temple Normantcend that the operation will begin immediately. The coalfield

is wholly the property of W. Arkwright Esqg. and has been leased to the Staveley Coal
and Iron Company Limited. Their present supply of house coal is approaching
depletion. The new pit will betfed with the latest machinery and will turn out 1,800

to 2,000 tons per day.

27" November 1942,

A new pithead canteen for serving hot meals was opened by Brigadier General J. M.

Jackson D.L. J.P. of the Clay Cross Company at Bonds Main Colliery on Wednesday.
Dinner was served to fiftgix persons after whom Mr. Marsh (chairman of the

canteen commit& introduced Brigadier General Jackson who said that he hoped the

employees at Bonds Main would use the canteen to the greatest advantage. He also
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