
 

 

 

With the First and Second Edition Ordnance Survey maps spanning a period of around 100 

years (1800-1900) one can see that the village of Carr Vale was built around an existing 

layout of fields and roads. North View Street uses the field boundary, Main Street and 

Charlesworth Street were in existence at least one hundred years prior to the new villages 

construction but were just farm tracks. Main Street linking up to the footpath to Carr House 

Farm and Charlesworth Street which may have run its present complete length. It is quite 

possible that these may have been ancient rights of way in a network of footpaths which 

either converge on or pass through the area of Carr Farm. Could Carr House, Palterton Carr 

House or Carr Farm as it is known have been the site of, or on the site of something which 

made the area a popular site to visit?  

Certainly there is evidence of iron working having taken place in the vicinity with the local 

fields full of the remnants of iron working from ironstone nodules to the remains of smelting. 

Reports state that specialised iron wares were produced but it is never stated where. What is 

known is that the area over the river on the Sutton Hall estate was once a medieval deer park 

and that along the river the osier beds were worked for use in everyday life. The River Doe 

Lea was blessed with salmon and trout and several other indigenous species of fish prior to its 

'destruction' during and after the Industrial Revolution. The area had an abundance of food 

and raw materials which would suggest that the area should have been more than history has 

suggested it was. Certainly the abundance of footpaths in the area would suggest this be the 

case as they may also have been used to transport materials from their point of production to 

their point of use.  

Some of the hedgerows in the area are possibly several hundred years old suggesting that the 

land was in use by smaller farms at some time and the inclusion of goytes above the low 

lying land along the side of the river would suggest that the land was prone to flooding from 

the river, it was the goit or drainage ditch that fed the pond at Sutton Mill, not the river. 

Possibly the land here may have been the home of the itinerant charcoal burners needed in the 

production of iron and pottery and the people who harvested the willows for basket making 

and the likes.  

Was it also possible that with the abundance of clay in the area that clay might have been 

utilised earlier by the Romans for manufacturing pottery or tiles and bricks for their baths and 

other buildings in the area? Bricks after all are not new only the means of mass production is 

relatively new and many local historic buildings made payment for hand made bricks to the 

Bolsover Area 

I recently came across an interesting map GEORGE SANDERSON’s 1835 map of ‘Twenty Miles 

round Mansfield’ published in 1835. 



It is an excellent map full of information and shows the field plan of the later Carr Vale area with an 

interesting road on it.  

The road runs from the castle and down what is now Castle Lane, it appears to turn off towards where 

New Bolsover will later be built, 

 it carries on down towards Water Lane branching off and going down what will later be Charlesworth 

Street.  

The main part of the road stops at the brook on Water Lane. 

The road is named as Cobster Lane.  

According to the Chambers Dictionary a cob has several definitions but the three that would apply to 

this area are;  

1). A lump of coal, ore or clay:  

2). A wicker basket used by sowers: 

3). Cob (Kob) is; building material of clay and straw. 

All having unknown origins.  

Therefore Cobster is possibly a person who makes bricks from local clay. 

 

However there is a Gander Lane nearby and a Cob is an adult male swan. As today was the area a 

haven for birds? 

  

  



 

GEORGE SANDERSON’s 1835 map of ‘Twenty Miles round Mansfield’ published in 1835. 

 



 

1883. Copyright Ordnance Survey.  

 Bolsover colliery worked several clay pits for brick manufacture, clay and coal were mined 

near to Spittal green and last off the Byron Brick company mass produced bricks at the 

Bathurst Main site near to the river. 

The village now called Carr Vale was built out of local materials to serve the local industrial 

needs by housing, serving, entertaining and supplying the workforce. The village was served 

by several miles of railway, had several railway stations and all served the industrial lords of 

coal, iron and clay. The inhabitants of Carr Vale have changed over the last century but the 

structure of the village has not. 

The village name Carr Vale can be traced back to the very early 20
th

 century but is indeed 

based upon the very old name of Carr, from Carr Lane and later Carr Farm.  

  



 

To the south west of the ancient town of Bolsover, in the picturesque valley of the river Doe 

Lea lies the once industrial village of Carr Vale. The village was built in the late nineteenth 

century and early twentieth century as an over spill for the coal mining community of New 

Bolsover and to supply housing for the New Byron Brick and Tile Company nearby. The first 

proper housing was a row of cottages supplied for the labour at the brick yard in the late 

1880's. The origins of the village however, are much earlier as the Doe Lea valley was once a 

medieval park and the river which originates in Hardwick refers to the pasturing of deer in 

meadows along the river banks. As Doe may refer to the female fallow deer or even the 

fattening of cattle; and Lea meaning a woodland clearing or meadow from the Old English 

word Leah. (Or the River Dawley as Burdetts map of Derbyshire published in 1791 has it. 

(Dalwode or Dal)). The upper fields of the park are drained into Goyts or drainage channels 

which fed into the river at intervals and then into the stream which fed into the mill pond at 

Sutton Mill. The ancient road of Car Lane runs over the river at Doe Lea bridge between the 

pre-Doomsday villages of Sutton and Palterton. Carr is a derivation of the Old Norse word 

Kjarr which refers to boggy land: and Vale, being in a valley. The Alder tree (Aldus 

Glutinosa) favours a marshy habitat where its brushwood forms a bed which is also called a 

Carr, which can be cultivated and the wood used to produce clogs, boats, baskets, houses and 

burnt as charcoal. 

The lower lying land alongside the river Doe Lea is intersected by the ancient lane Old Carr 

Lane that runs from Palterton to Sutton-cum-Duckmanton running over the Doe Lea bridge 

or Buckbridge. A thirteenth century deed refers to a boundary running 'POUR LES 

HORPUTTIS USQUE AD ALTUM STRATUM QUE DUCIT DE CESTREFELD USQUE 

AD BUCKEBRIDGE'. This is a Roman road running eastwards from Chesterfield through 

Palterton and passing over Buckbridge. The road is suggested to run from Chesterfield 

passing through Calow and over the Buckbridge on its way to the Roman Villa at Mansfield 

Woodhouse and then on to the tile kiln and bath house at Sookholme near Shirebrook. From 

the Archaeological Appraisal of the Arkwright Colliery Opencast site two Roman roads are 



supported, the one over Buckbridge and another running from Chesterfield to the Damsbrook 

fort at Clowne, also passing through Calow and Arkwright. Isolated Roman finds have been 

found in the aforementioned areas but no serious ground evidence has yet been found to 

support the facts.  

The field name Spittal Green, on an area which overlooks Carr Vale refers to land owned by 

a hospital or on which a hospital was built. A medieval document refers to a small hospital 

here which had few material assets, but little else is known and the area is mapped as a 

possible historical site. I would like to suggest that it was one run by the Knights Hospitallers 

as a hospital and guest house for pilgrims travelling between the local Abbeys and churches. 

The hospitals of the Medieval period were charitable institutions and as such depended on 

gifts and endowments for their existence as they looked after the poor and aged as well as the 

sick. The Court Roll dated 1485 refers to the hospital at Bolsover which was of a lesser class 

than those found elsewhere in the country and as such was valued at less than £50 and which 

was dissolved around the early years of the sixteenth century. Other similar hospitals being 

found locally at Barlborough, Castleton, Chesterfield and Staveley. 

There are two plantations overlooking the valley adjacent to the hospital and are seen on 

maps prior to the 1898 Ordnance Survey maps of the area. They are Lady Ley's Plantation 

covering some four acres, named as a result of it being meadow land (Ley's) dedicated to and 

obtaining a levy to finance the maintenance of a chapel dedicated to 'The Blessed Virgin 

Mary'. The other plantation which is in total contrast to the first is around half an acre of 

Scrater Plantation. A scrater being a devil haunted mound. Another interesting place name is 

the house which once stood across from the railway viaduct of the Lancashire, Derbyshire 

and East Coast Railway and that is Oaken Greave, oaken referring to wooded land with oak 

trees and a greave being a meadow or pebbly beach at the side of a river, nothing now 

remains of this house it may well have been demolished by the railway or the colliery spoil 

heap. Several large building stones have been found on or around the water treatment plant. 

Locally manufactured goods were sold in the form of pottery and small iron wares which 

were a speciality of the area, goods manufactured here may well have ended up in London as 

the main Bolsover road which passes over Duckmanton Common was the main pack horse 

route to London from the North. It is well known that Bolsover produced stirrup irons, spurs, 

bridle bits and steel buckles. These spurs and buckles had to stand the test of having a loaded 

cart pass over them without damage. The steel was case hardened and the outer surface was 

treated so that it could attain a highly polished finish when completed, these local products 

were said to be of a very superior quality and were used in fighting armour and horse tack. 

Many other small industries were to be found in the area such as penknife production along 

with nails, drills and clay tobacco pipes. Many local fields especially between Dawood farm 

and Carr House farm show evidence of iron smelting with pieces of slag, nodules of ironstone 

and limestone being unearthed after ploughing.. Records also indicate that sales of iron were 

made to Bolsover from 1690-99 by the Attercliffe group of Iron Masters. 

The original village which was in the Carr Vale area was of wooden construction to house the 

railway navvies when the railways were being constructed through the village in the last 

decade of the nineteenth century. The later and more permanent village was constructed using 

bricks and other building materials which were made locally. 



 

1921 Copyright Ordnance 

Survey.  

Main Street Carr Vale. 

Carr Vale Hotel. Priestley and Sons. (Butchers). E. E. Smith. (Tobacconist). 



The Railway  
  

 

The Lancashire, Derbyshire & East Coast Railway which helped the village grow was 

planned as early as 1891 and it may have eventually been the death blow to the colliery 

overlooking the village as when the railway was surveyed the colliery was working an area 

that could possibly have conflicted with the tunnel operations. Whilst the tunnel was being 

driven a building was used, made from local bricks to store the powder and fuse for the 

railway navvies, the outbuildings having iron plated doors to store the powder and a re-

enforced concrete and brick safe was constructed to house the fuses inside the main building. 

Many of the bricks used to build the house were of early design and hand made this would 

suggest that the building was constructed using materials from an earlier building. The 

building was later used as a farm but is now derelict. 'Boggard House' or Darwood farm. 

Nearby ran an endless rope haulage system used to haul in materials from the clay pits on the 

hillside to the new brickworks at the side of the Doe Lea branch line and was also said to 

have run to the tunnel construction site. The tunnel and later the village of Carr Vale were 

built out of locally made bricks.  

 

The area boasted four stations in the locality, the Bolsover Colliery or Bolsover Castle station 

of the Midland railway, {Bolsover Branch Line, Doe Lea Branch, and later the Pleasley to 

Seymour junction railway}. Sited at the bottom of Bolsover Hill. Carr Vale (although it was 

never called Carr Vale officially) or Bolsover South of the L.D.&E.C.R. Which was taken 



over by the Great Central Railway on September 12th. 1906. The third station was the 

Palterton and Sutton station at Doe Lea bridge and nearby the sidings for the Byron brick 

works, although less important than the others it was used to serve the farming needs of the 

valley with milk collections being made daily. The fourth station was Glapwell colliery 

station. 

The first of the two railways to be constructed in the area was the Midland railway or 

originally a branch line construct from Bolsover colliery station to Glapwell colliery station. 

(It later linked up to Pleasley and other collieries). Planned and originally set to open by 1865 

was constructed to Glapwell colliery but was not completed until 1892. 

 

The Midland railway now served the collieries and the new brickworks with a loading 

platform and sidings being constructed here to export bricks by rail. The Doe Lea Branch line 

was completed by 1892 when in June of that year five hundred miners and their wives and 

families left Glapwell station at 2.am. And travelled to Llandudno, returning at midnight. 

This line carried men into the local collieries by 'Paddy Mail', the train was laid on by the 

colliery owners and the railway company to provide transport to and from work in the 

collieries. The carriages were crude and worn out. they had bench seats, windows missing or 

were just empty coal wagons for the miners to ride in. 

'The Paddy Mail' was provided because it was illegal for work men, in the days before pit 

head baths, to frequent ordinary railway carriages in their 'dirt' (working clothes), and the 

men if caught were liable to be prosecuted by the railway company. The main runs for the 

trains were from Chesterfield to the Staveley collieries and iron works, Dronfield to the 

Grassmoor collieries and coke works and Staveley to Glapwell colliery. The line was walked 

on a regular basis by local men who worked at Glapwell colliery and later by colliers at 

Ramcroft colliery. 

The original Lancashire, Derbyshire and East Coast Railway was planned in 1891 and 

completed in 1896, financed by the local colliery company at Bolsover and by the personal 

fortune of William Arkwright (1857-1925). It passed through Carr Vale on its way from 



Chesterfield to Lincoln. It came into the Doe Lea valley from Arkwright and then over the 

Pleasley, Seymour Junction of the Midlands railway (Doe Lea branch line). With a splendid 

brick built eight arch railway viaduct and then up hill into the station at Carr Vale. The line 

then passed the preservative factory and sidings on the left which was supplied by local 

grown fruit to for preserving and jams. The line went uphill and into the Bolsover-Scarcliffe 

tunnel which was cut through the very bedrock of Bolsover and was plagued with water and 

subsidence whilst it was being constructed and throughout its life. The one mile eight 

hundred and sixty four yard tunnel yielded around two hundred thousand gallons of water 

each day as an undesirable by-product. The Bolsover and District Water Company was set up 

in 1903 to alleviate the problem. The water was used to supply softened and treated piped 

drinking water for New Bolsover to replace the metal water tanks and stand pipes at the back 

of the blocks of houses. It also replaced the wells and springs in Carr Vale and was pumped 

up to Hillstown to collecting tanks holding between them 64,000 gallons. By the 1920's 

demand had outstripped supply and bore holes were sunk on Bolsover Moor with a new 

water treatment plant being installed at Whalley. The water now feeds the fishing pond in 

Carr Vale. 

 

The cutting of the tunnel delayed the opening of the railway as it was riddled with small 

streams and faulting which made the roof prone to falls, this and the unreliability of the 

powder and fuse led to numerous deaths and injuries amongst the navvies, the railway 

company decided to have a horse and trap in attendance at the mouth of the tunnel as an 

ambulance to ferry the injured to hospital. On completion the tunnel served the needs of the 

local coal industry and numerous trips to the seaside resorts on the east coast of Lincolnshire 

were made possible by this railway. But by the early 1950's the tunnel was claimed to be 

unsafe because of erosion by the water and mining subsidence (The very industry it set out to 

serve). The line ceased service on December the third 1951, the line was removed, and the 

tunnel blocked up. The railway viaduct which was said by some to be unstable and unsafe, 

had two failed attempts made to blow it up using explosives; but was finally demolished 

using heavy machinery. (August 24th. 1952 at 8:15am). The viaduct was seventy feet high 

and three hundred and seventy feet long. 



 

 

 

 

 

Bolsover Home Grown Fruit Preserving Company.   

Carr Vale Jam factory. 

  

Original Railway Plans from cloth originals show Factory (top one third in). 

(All photographs copyright the author A.N. Bridgewater). 

 



  

 

Date unknown. Copyright Unknown. 

 

The site is now in the process of being demolished to make way for a housing development by 

Gleeson Homes. 

  



 

  

Built late in the 1890’s and sited on a siding in the yard of Carr Vale Station the factory had the best 

location to utilise local transport in and out by the railway. It had as much water as it needed from the 

local water supply of the Bolsover & District Water Company formed in 1904. Local fruit was grown 

and as demand grew fruit was imported from other growing areas including Lincolnshire and 

surrounding areas. Coal was in plentiful supply locally and was turned into gas to fire the boilers in 

the boiling room from the Bolsover Gas, Light and Coke Company, electricity was supplied by the 

Bolsover Urban Council and sugar was imported from Nottinghamshire and Lincolnshire beet 

growers. Labour in the form of women was also in plentiful supply from coal mining families of 

Bolsover, Carr Vale & New Bolsover. 

Although fruit production was seasonal vegetables were canned in later years giving the seasonal 

work an extension. Produce was sent out of the factory to local shops but one can postulate that this 

trade may have been nationwide and possibly worldwide wherever the need for this type of produce 

was needed. During the two World Wars the tins, jars and bottles of Bolsover preserve would have 

been a welcome sight to ‘our boys’. 

All manner of fruit and some vegetables were processed but many locals I have spoken to remember 

with affection the summers when the strawberry jam was being produced as the sweet  smell of the 

cooking strawberries was everywhere in the air around the factory. 

The factory was run by Sidebothams at one stage and they had a series of delivery vans operating 

from the factory when the railway closed in the 1950’s. 

Upon closure in about 1959 the factory was purchased by Walker & Hall Master Cutlery makers from 

Sheffield. They produced many types of flatware or cutlery including silver plate and it may well have 

been this firm that extended the factory to its present size. 

Until total closure in 1995 Mercol Products Ltd. Used the site, they then moved to Grassmoor and the 

site was boarded up and demolished for a housing development in the Autumn of 2007. 

 



   

  

Bolsover South Railway Station. Carr Vale 1963. 
Courtesy and Copyright of Ben Brooksbank. 

With Thanks. 
 

 

2002, the station house with the factory in the background. 



 

The newer part of the building in 2005. 

 

Offices left and the domed roof building extension. 2005. 

  

It would appear that the Jam Factory was built in stages, the plan above showing the first early phase 

housing the gas powered stainless steel vats with the offices looking into the cooking area. 

To the left of the roofs of the following photographs are the roof lites to provide natural light from the 

sun to illuminate the work area. To the right the roofs are slate tiled.  

 

 

 

 



Water is collected from the roof area and finds its way out of these holes. 

2007  

 

Note the platform to load the produce onto the railway which ran alongside the unit.                                   

 

 



  

 

 

Cast iron stanchions hold up wooden joists to support the roof. 

  

The later building  possibly to house further machinery to can, bottle and fill jars as the factory 

expanded its sales. 

 It might be however that it was built later after the jam factory closed. I will let you know about that.  



On the 1938 O.S. Maps this building is not shown. It does appear on the 1962 O.S. Maps. 

 

2007 

 

  

Through the round window, not so much light needed now in the new building. 



 

Cast iron struts and bars hold up the domed roof of timber planking with a felt weathered top. 

 

2007 

Offices were built around the same time as the rounded roof building. 



 

The offices 2007 prior to demolition. 

 

  

 

On the 1962 Ordnance Survey map a building is shown here, whether or not it is this one remains to 

be seen. 

  



The following Photographs are COPYRIGHT http://www.picturethepast.org.uk/ and appear on this 

site courtesy of ‘IMAGES OF DERBY DERBYSHIRE NOTTINGHAM NOTTINGHAMSHIRE 

OLD AND NEW 

 

The office staff 

 

 

Boiling up the fruit in stainless steel vats. 

http://www.picturethepast.org.uk/


 





 

Carr Vale United Reformed Church or the ‘Chapel’ started life as the Portland Centre and was opened 

by the Duke of Portland about 1938. It was the original wooden building and Sunday School was held 

here. It was the meeting rooms for the village up until closure in 2008 when it was put up for sale. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Bathurst Main. Water, Coal and Clay.  
  

The Colliery.  

Situated to the south of the later Lancashire, Derbyshire and East Coast Railway tunnel 

between Carr Vale and Scarcliffe, on Darwood Lane, Spittal Green, on the slope between 

Carr Vale and Bolsover. Bathurst Main colliery mined coal on land belonging to Earl 

Bathurst or Lord Byron of Cirencester Park Gloucestershire who purchased the manors of 

Palterton and Scarcliffe in the middle of the eighteenth century from the Aspley family. 

The colliery was working in 1880 owned by the company of Minnikin & Co. It was on this 

original site that the clays were mined from a small footril. The colliery worked from two 

small seams of coal, the Wales and Highmain seams. Sometimes called the Upper Silkstone 

or Silkstone seams. The colliery worked small scale here until around 1891 (According to. 

Geology of the Country Around Chesterfield, Matlock and Mansfield. Smith, Rhys and 

Eden. H.M.S.O.) when work from the early adits and the later shaft ceased officially.  

Unofficially however the colliery 'worked' during the miners strikes of the twentieth century 

culminating in production during the 1972 strike when coal was wound to the surface using 

an overturned motor-cycle as a winding engine. You can appreciate the small scale of the 

coal mining operations when you realise that the Highmain seam is only twenty three inches 

thick and the Wales seam between eleven and sixteen inches thick as they run from Carr Vale 

to Palterton. It was Earl Bathurst along with other local land owners who sought to exploit 

mineral reserves on their estates but I think they may have been a little disappointed with the 

coal reserves here. 

Near to the colliery site a borehole was drilled one hundred and forty feet into the measures 

below the Highmain coal seam and a water treatment plant was set up for Bolsover Council 

as the borehole yielded between four and eight thousand gallons of water per hour. The water 

was used to augment the supply from the tunnel, then treated with lime and pumped up to 

Bolsover to supply the area. 

According to later reports from the Derbyshire Times the colliery was in use as late as 1896 

when the brickworks and colliery were to be sold at auction as a going concern. This raises 

the question were there two collieries in the vicinity? Were the two adits a later colliery and 

the single shaft an earlier colliery. Or vice-versa? The single shaft method of mining was 

outlawed in 1862 after the Hartley colliery disaster. (See below). Or could it be that both adits 

and the shaft formed one mine? 

A lease was taken out for the mine in 1885 (31/12/1885) from Lord Byron for forty years at a 

cost of £100 this included the Clowne seam which lays at a depth of 497 feet from the surface 

and is around three feet nine inches thick and another seam which is eleven yards above it. 

(This second seam is only seven inches thick as the Swinton Pottery Coal). Not really a 

viable proposition one would think. The lease provided for 257 acres of coal. The mined coal 

and clay was transported from the colliery to the brick works by fifty chains of haulage rope 

powered by a 14 horsepower horizontal haulage engine. 
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 The Hartley Colliery Disaster of 1862.  

A disaster happened at Hartley colliery in Durham in 1862 where blackdamp (formed by the 

decomposition of coal, timber and other materials containing nitrogen and carbon dioxide 

and compounded by the exhalation of air from humans) killed 204 miners. The mine used 

only a single shaft partitioned in two by a brattice. The mine was ventilated by a flow of hot 

air up one side of the shaft produced by a furnace in the pit bottom which heated the return 

air. The heavy cast-iron beam which supported the surface pump broke in two and crashed 

down the shaft destroying the brattice causing the ventilation to stop and also blocking the 

shaft bottom causing the men who were entombed there to die slowly from suffocation. The 

men and boys were dead when rescue teams cleared the shaft bottom and found them. The 

later act of Parliament prohibited the use of a single shaft and at least two means of access 

were to be available to every mine, many local enterprises sank drifts underground between 

mines to comply with this legislation.  

The Brick Yard.  
  

The Byron brickworks or Bathurst Main may have been owned or assisted by the 

Sheepbridge company who worked the colliery at Glapwell or one of the sister companies of 

the Staveley company who worked with the Sheepbridge company on many local ventures 

and who worked the Ramcroft colliery nearby. The name 'Main' would suggest the Staveley 

company as many of its collieries were named 'Main'. Electricity generated at the Staveley 

companies Devonshire Works was fed to the New Byron Brick company works during 1927 

as part of a fifty four point two mile system supplying local industry with power on a six 

thousand six hundred volt supply at thirty cycles per second. By the 1890's it would appear 

that a better and larger supply of clay was to be found near to the river Doe Lea and was 

extracted from clay holes, a type of opencast mining, by boring and firing of explosives. The 

clay thus extracted would be ground and mixed with water. The clay would then be pressed 

and formed into moulds, dried and then fired in ovens. Several types of bricks were 

manufactured from the clays of the mudstones, silty mudstones and siltstones which were 

found above the Wales coal seam. The workings included twenty foot of silty mudstones and 

siltstone bands overlaying twenty five foot of mudstone and silty mudstone with ironstone 

bands and nodules.  

The works closed before the Second World War but re-opened during the war to supply the 

nations building needs. The clay holes were later filled in with refuse and the site landscaped. 

It is said that Byron Bricks were the countries hardest and most colliery companies purchased 

their bricks from here to use at their collieries, these bricks were marked with the name of the 

particular colliery or firm they were to be used at and so several variations of the same brick 

can be unearthed locally. 

Staveley, Hardwick, Ramcroft, Glapwell, Sutton, Byron, New Byron of Palterton etc.   

Palterton Brickworks. 

Also known as: Bathurst Main.  

 Byron Brick Company.  

 New Byron Brick Company Palterton.  

 Bathurst Main Brick and Tile Company.   

file:///C:/Users/Neil/Documents/Local%202/Carr%20Vale/abrickworks.htm


The Brick Yard SK 46/56 462694  

 

1921 Copyright Ordnance Survey.  

In the 1890's it would appear that a large supply of clay was to be found near to the river Doe 

Lea in Palterton this clay was extracted from deep excavations known as clay holes, a type of 

opencast mining, by boring and firing of explosives. The clay thus extracted would be ground 

and mixed with water. The clay would then be pressed and formed into moulds, dried and 

then fired in ovens. Several types of bricks were manufactured from the clays of the 

mudstones, silty mudstones and siltstones which were found above the Wales coal seam. The 

workings included twenty foot of silty mudstones and siltstone bands overlaying twenty five 

foot of mudstone and silty mudstone with ironstone bands and nodules. A good supply of 

water for washing and mixing with the clay, a coal mine for coal to burn to heat and dry the 

clay and the local railway to transport the bricks away from the site were all nearby.  



A lasting reminder.   

  

From The Derbyshire Times.  

  

After the death of the owner a Charles Baker in 1890 the Bathurst Firestone and Brick 

Company, held under lease from Earl Bathurst and his Trustees under a lease taken out on the 

31st. December 1895 for forty years at £100 per annum rent, since reduced to £50 was put up 

for auction. The Auction was held at the Angel Hotel Chesterfield on Saturday April 5th. 

1890 the works were sold as a going concern and included a mine.  

In 1893 the works were again put up for auction again by Messrs. Byron and Rangley on 

October 28th 1893 at 3:00 pm. Again at the Angel Hotel Chesterfield. Property includes a 

Newcastle kiln with production capabilities of 100,000 bricks per week with a new chimney. 

Two Galloway boilers and a well for water for the works which was thirty feet deep.   

An engine house, drying shed, tramway to footril and winding engine. Along with other 

portable plant. The works is capable of producing 120,000 bricks per week in total. The 

works is connected to the Doe Lea Branch line of the Midland Railway by sidings and access 

is made by a good road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  



Brickyard and Chimney.  

  

 
  

Railway & Brickyard 29
th

 May 1955 

Copyright HK Boulter. 55/139   

Once again the works is put up for auction as a going concern and is again to be sold by 

auction at the Angel Hotel Chesterfield on February 1st. 1896. By agreement with Pearson 

and Sons contractors which runs out at the end of June next. Property includes kilns, drying 

sheds, two eight foot clay pans and fifteen inch rollers, pug mill, brick press, stone crusher, 

two Galloway boilers, two cottages and the works. The supply of clay is almost unlimited and 

is thick and of excellent quality. There is a high demand for bricks locally for workers 

cottages works and underground use with the extensive coal field building programmes at 

Bolsover, Creswell, Shirebrook and Warsop.  

It would appear then that during this period of short ownership a lot of investment was being 

made to the works culminating in the sale of the plant during the building boom of the local 

colliery and housing sites at Bolsover, Creswell, Shirebrook and Warsop for the Bolsover, 

Sheepbridge , Shirebrook and Staveley companies. 

  



 
  

After the fire the building is inspected by Mr. Platts. Mr. Chapman and Mr. Vass.  

(Date circa. 1935). 

  

New Byron Brick Company and Tile Makers. Herbert Leslie Vass, Manager. 1930's. 

  

 From the Derbyshire Times. Saturday July the 20th 1889 p. 8: col 5.  

 A Child Decapitated Near Bolsover.  

 A Colliery Proprietor Censured.  

  

On Friday, the 12th instant an inquest was opened at Mr Baker's brickworks near Bolsover 

Mr C. G. Busby coroner respecting the death of Mary Tinsley aged two the was killed by 

three trolleys passing over a on the tramway at the Bathurst Main colliery Bolsover. The 

inquest was however adjourned until Monday when it was held in at the Anchor Inn at 

Bolsover. George Thomas Tinsley, Market Gardner identified the body is that of his 

daughter. The child had gone to stay at Mrs Redferns Bathurst Cottage.  

 The trolley line ran past the house down to the brick yard and it was opposite the cottage 

where his daughter was killed. There was no fencing to keep people of the line. Mary Ann 

Radford and said about two o'clock the deceased went out of the house towards the tram line, 

her own child following her. A few minutes afterwards she heard the trolleys ascending and 

she ran and found the deceased body lying on the line decapitated. It was about 30 to 40 

yards away from the house. The head was completely severed from the trunk. She at once 

obtained assistance, and had the body removed into the house. There was no fence on either 

side of the line. She had never complained of the dangerous state of the line. She had never 

heard anyone speak about a fence being put all to prevent people from getting onto the line. 

 George Bynot, engine driver at the colliery, said he drove the engine that lowered the 

wagons from the colliery to the brick yard. The engine was a stationary one, and was situated 

at the bottom of the incline. When in the engine shed he could not see the line but had a man 

who gave him signals when the line was clear. On the day named about 3 p.m. the signal to 



proceed was given. He never heard any jerk as the wagons came down. When near the 

cottages he always slackened speed. Three wagons when full, weigh about three and half 

tons. He had never had an accident there previously. He had never had any complaint with 

reference to a fence being placed on each side of the line. 

 Henry Smith, Palterton, said he was signal man at the colliery incline. He started the wagons 

by pushing them off and they follow them down as far as the cottages about 900 yards away. 

The wagons always stop there, in order that he might see whether the line was clear or not. If 

it was he waved his hands to the engine driver, who came to the window in the shed. On the 

day named at three o'clock he did not see the deceased on the line He could see the part of the 

line where the deceased was killed. 

 Thomas Redfern, brick maker said the place where the deceased lost her life was a very 

dangerous one, but he had never received any complaints about it. It was a very dangerous 

place for children. He could not keep his own children off. He then spoke to finding the body 

on the line. Captain Smith, said Mr A. H. Stokes had seen the place, but he did not 

complained to them about it.  

 A verdict of accidental death was returned, the jury adding the following rider; that they 

consider Mr Baker the owner of the tramway censurable for not having erected a sufficient 

fencing at the side of the said tramway, and recommended that such fence be forthwith 

erected and further that some better system be established with the engine house on the top of 

the said tramway so that the wagons descending the tramway might be brought direct to a 

standstill. 

  

 
  

The loading bay remains today.  

  

  



1891 Census for Bathurst Brick Yard. Scarcliffe Parish. RG12/2649 Schedule 223.      

                             

NAME RELATIONSHIP AGE OCCUPATION BIRTH PLACE 

George Glossop Head 35 Bricklayers 

Labourer 
Bolsover 

Susan Glossop Wife 34   Tibshelf 

William Johnson Son-in-law 16 Coal Miner Tibshelf 

George Glossop Son 10   Nottingham 

John H Glossop Son 9   Bolsover 

Josep Son 5   Bolsover 

Nellie Daughter 3   Bolsover 

Beatrice Daughter 1   Bathurst Brick 

Yard 

1891 Census for Bathurst Brick Yard. Scarcliffe Parish. RG12/2649 Schedule 224. 

John White Head 51 Brickmaker Sleaford 

Lincolnshire 
Elizabeth White Wife 60   Eckington 

Frank White Son 15 Brickmakers 

Labourer 
Eckington 

Violet Pashley Servant 9   Bolsover 

  

 

  

Remains of the colliery.  

  

The Colliery.   

SK 46/56 47306960  

During the late nineteenth century a colliery was situated to the south of the later Lancashire, 

Derbyshire and East Coast Railway tunnel between Carr Vale and Scarcliffe, on Darwood 



Lane, Spittal Green, on the slope between Carr Vale and Bolsover. Bathurst Main colliery 

mined coal on land belonging to Earl Bathurst or Lord Byron of Cirencester Park 

Gloucestershire who purchased the manors of Palterton and Scarcliffe in the middle of the 

eighteenth century from the Aspley family. It was on this original site that the clays were 

mined from a small footril.   

The colliery worked from two small seams of coal, the Wales and Highmain seams. 

Sometimes called the Upper Silkstone or Silkstone seams. The colliery worked small scale 

here until around 1891 (According to. Geology of the Country Around Chesterfield, 

Matlock and Mansfield. Smith, Rhys and Eden. H.M.S.O.) when work from the early adits 

and the later shaft ceased officially. Unofficially however the colliery 'worked' during the 

miners strikes of the twentieth century culminating in production during the 1972 strike when 

coal was wound to the surface using an overturned motor-cycle as a winding engine. You can 

appreciate the small scale of the coal mining operations when you realise that the Highmain 

seam is only twenty three inches thick and the Wales seam between eleven and sixteen inches 

thick as they run from Carr Vale to Palterton. It was Earl Bathurst along with other local land 

owners who sought to exploit mineral reserves on their estates but I think they may have been 

a little disappointed with the coal reserves here. 

  

 

Site of the colliery.  

 

 

 

  



The colliery was working in 1880 owned by the company of Minnikin & Co. It was on this 

original site that the clays were mined from the small footril.  

Near to the colliery site a borehole was drilled one hundred and forty feet into the measures 

below the Highmain coal seam and a water treatment plant was set up for Bolsover Council 

as the borehole yielded between four and eight thousand gallons of water per hour. The water 

was then treated with lime and pumped up to Bolsover to supply the area. It was possibly still 

in use during the 1960's. 

According to later reports the colliery was in use as late as 1896 when the brickworks were to 

be sold at auction as a going concern. This raises the question were there two collieries in the 

vicinity? Were the two adits a later colliery and the single shaft an earlier colliery? The single 

shaft method of mining was outlawed in 1862 after the Hartley colliery disaster. (See below). 

Or could it be that both adits and the shaft formed one mine?   

A lease was taken out for the mine in 1885 (31/12/1885) from Lord Byron for forty years at a 

cost of £100 this included the Clowne seam which lays at a depth of 497 feet from the surface 

and is around three feet nine inches thick and another seam which is eleven yards above it. 

(This second seam is only seven inches thick as the Swinton Pottery Coal). Not really a 

viable proposition one would think. The lease provided for 257 acres of coal. The mined coal 

was transported from the colliery to the brick works by fifty chains of haulage rope powered 

by a 14 horsepower horizontal haulage engine.  

  

  

 
  

The colliery is where the trees are. 

  



 
  

Darwood (Boggard) House.  

  

 
  

A study of the brickwork shows that these bricks in Darwood House are hand made and are 

therefore earlier than 1840 in origin. Either this building is older than 1840 or has been built 

using older bricks from the colliery or other such local building. 

The Lancashire, Derbyshire & East Coast Railway which helped the village of Carr Vale 

grow was planned as early as 1891 and it may have eventually been the death blow to the 

colliery overlooking the village as when the railway was surveyed the colliery was working 

an area that could possibly have conflicted with the tunnel operations. Whilst the tunnel was 

being driven a building was used, made from local bricks to store the powder and fuse for the 

railway navvies, the outbuildings having iron plated doors to store the powder and a re-

enforced concrete and brick safe was constructed to house the fuses inside the main building. 

Many of the bricks used to build the house were of early design and hand made this would 

suggest that the building was constructed using materials from an earlier building. The 

building was later used as a farm but is now derelict. 'Boggard House' or Darwood farm. 

Nearby ran an endless rope haulage system used to haul in materials from the clay pits on the 



hillside to the new brickworks at the side of the Doe Lea branch line and was also said to 

have run to the tunnel construction site. The tunnel and later the village of Carr Vale were 

built out of locally made bricks.  

 

Information from Abandonment plans.  

Compiled by A.H. Stokes, H.M. Inspector of Mines. Derby. 28th January 1893. 

Parish: Scarcliffe.County: Derbyshire. 

Mineral: Silkstone Coal & Fireclay. 

Date of Abandonment: 15th December 1891. 

Cause of Abandonment: Thickness of seam. 

Owner: Lord Bathurst. 

Leased to: William Arkwright, Sutton Scarsdale.Section:  

Coal: 23 inches.Section: Clay: 30 inches.  



From The Derbyshire Times.  

After the death of the owner a Charles Baker in 1890 the Bathurst Firestone and Brick 

Company, held under lease from Earl Bathurst and his Trustees under a lease taken out on the 

31st. December 1895 for forty years at £100 per annum rent, since reduced to £50 was put up 

for auction. The Auction was held at the Angel Hotel Chesterfield on Saturday April 5th. 

1890 the works were sold as a going concern and included a mine. 

In 1893 the works were again put up for auction again by Messrs. Byron and Rangley on 

October 28th 1893 at 3:00 pm. Again at the Angel Hotel Chesterfield. Property includes a 

Newcastle kiln with production capabilities of 100,000 bricks per week with a new chimney. 

Two Galloway boilers and a well for water for the works which was thirty feet deep. An 

engine house, drying shed, tramway to footril and winding engine. Along with other portable 

plant. The works is capable of producing 120,000 bricks per week in total. The works is 

connected to the Doe Lea Branch line of the Midland Railway by sidings and access is made 

by a good road. 

Once again the works is put up for auction as a going concern and is again to be sold by 

auction at the Angel Hotel Chesterfield on February 1st. 1896. By agreement with Pearson 

and Sons contractors which runs out at the end of June next. Property includes kilns, drying 

sheds, two eight foot clay pans and fifteen inch rollers, pug mill, brick press, stone crusher, 

two Galloway boilers, two cottages and the works. The supply of clay is almost unlimited and 

is thick and of excellent quality. There is a high demand for bricks locally for workers 

cottages works and underground use with the extensive coal field building programmes at 

Bolsover, Creswell, Shirebrook and Warsop. 

It would appear then that during this period of short ownership a lot of investment was being 

made to the works culminating in the sale of the plant during the building boom of the local 

colliery and housing sites at Bolsover, Creswell, Shirebrook and Warsop for the Bolsover, 

Sheepbridge , Shirebrook and Staveley companies. 

A little nearer the village is possibly the site of another small and little documented colliery. 

Old Bolsover Colliery.  

SK 44683700. 

The land on which the new building development is situated, the site of the old station and 

Jam factory there are two shallow shafts identified on British Coal plans. When I went to the 

depository at Mansfield to view the plans there was nothing on file but the position of the 

shafts and to note that coal had been mined by two shafts.  

There appears to be two shallow shafts working in very shallow coal seams or seam, 

according to legislation having two shafts is either after 1862 or if earlier a very forward 

thinking company. Why sink two shafts when one will do. The colliery nearby, Bathurst 

Main Colliery would be similar in seam section etc to that worked in the area of the station. 

There is nothing in the area on Sandersons Map of 1835 but fields running off Cobster Lane. 

Farey makes no mention of it in his survey of 1790.  



The area in question is situated where the lines from the station all converged so surely the 

railway company would not have left the area worked out without first filling in the shafts or 

moving the line away from the mined area. Or at least taking some remedial action. 

 

  

The shafts have been or will be filled in and the topsoil has been removed and the coal 

exposed and removed as the seam in the workings had become friable or rotten with age. 

The Lancashire, Derbyshire & East Coast Railway was planned and built between 1891-1896 

so the colliery must have been prior to this but one can only say it was mined between 1862 

and 1891 but with no certainty. 

Highmain 23-27 inches. 

Mainbright 8 inches. 

Wales 11-16 inches. 

Confusingly the Wales may be called the High Main and the High Main the Silkstone. 



Geology of the Country Around Chesterfield, Matlock and Mansfield. Smith, Rhys and Eden. H.M.S.O.) 

pp. 189. 178. 180.183.185.187-8.190. 253-4. 311. (Carr Vale). 

  

  

 

Colliery Site. 

 

Site of former iron footbridge over railway. Looking North. 



 

Looking east towards tunnel. 

Cutting is now filled in. 

 

Seam & workings exposed for removal. (Harold Allsop). 

 

 

 

 

 



From the Derbyshire Times. Saturday July the 20th 1889 p. 8: col 5. 

A Child Decapitated Near Bolsover.  

A Colliery Proprietor Censured.  

On Friday, the 12th instant an inquest was opened at Mr Baker's brickworks near Bolsover 

Mr C. G. Busby coroner respecting the death of Mary Tinsley aged two the was killed by 

three trolleys passing over a on the tramway at the Bathurst Main colliery Bolsover. The 

inquest was however adjourned until Monday when it was held in at the Anchor Inn at 

Bolsover. George Thomas Tinsley, Market Gardner identified the body is that of his 

daughter. The child had gone to stay at Mrs Redferns Bathurst Cottage. The trolley line ran 

past the house down to the brick yard and it was opposite the cottage where his daughter was 

killed. There was no fencing to keep people of the line. Mary Ann Radford and said about 

two o'clock the deceased went out of the house towards the tram line, her own child 

following her. A few minutes afterwards she heard the trolleys ascending and she ran and 

found the deceased body lying on the line decapitated. It was about 30 to 40 yards away from 

the house. The head was completely severed from the trunk. She at once obtained assistance, 

and had the body removed into the house. There was no fence on either side of the line. She 

had never complained of the dangerous state of the line. She had never heard anyone speak 

about a fence being put all to prevent people from getting onto the line. 

George Bynot, engine driver at the colliery, said he drove the engine that lowered the wagons 

from the colliery to the brick yard. The engine was a stationary one, and was situated at the 

bottom of the incline. When in the engine shed he could not see the line but had a man who 

gave him signals when the line was clear. On the day named about 3 p.m. the signal to 

proceed was given. He never heard any jerk as the wagons came down. When near the 

cottages he always slackened speed. Three wagons when full, weigh about three and half 

tons. He had never had an accident there previously. He had never had any complaint with 

reference to a fence being placed on each side of the line. 

Henry Smith, Palterton, said he was signal man at the colliery incline. He started the wagons 

by pushing them off and they follow them down as far as the cottages about 900 yards away. 

The wagons always stop there, in order that he might see whether the line was clear or not. If 

it was he waved his hands to the engine driver, who came to the window in the shed. On the 

day named at three o'clock he did not see the deceased on the line He could see the part of the 

line where the deceased was killed. 

Thomas Redfern, brick maker said the place where the deceased lost her life was a very 

dangerous one, but he had never received any complaints about it. It was a very dangerous 

place for children. He could not keep his own children off. He then spoke to finding the body 

on the line. Captain Smith, said Mr A. H. Stokes had seen the place, but he did not 

complained to them about it. 

A verdict of accidental death was returned, the jury adding the following rider; that they 

consider Mr Baker the owner of the tramway censurable for not having erected a sufficient 

fencing at the side of the said tramway, and recommended that such fence be forthwith 

erected and further that some better system be established with the engine house on the top of 

the said tramway so that the wagons descending the tramway might be brought direct to a 

standstill. 



The Local Coal Mining Industry.  

The village of Carr Vale housed many families who were employed in the local mining 

industry. The mines were mainly developed in the late nineteenth and early twentieth 

centuries to supply the Nations ever growing need for coal. Three companies were at the 

forefront of the campaign to win the coal. The Bolsover Colliery Company, the Staveley 

Company and the Sheepbridge Company (There were also some small colliery workings by 

individuals and families). 

Some mining had been carried out in the area prior to the larger company mines being sunk. 

The Bolsover colliery company was formed after Emerson Bainbridge took up a lease of land 

from the Duke of Portland to mine coal in the locality in 1889. Twelve men started sinking 

the number one and two shafts each of fourteen feet in diameter. Three hundred and fifty six 

yards later they reached the top hard seam which was six feet thick. Coal was first mined late 

in 1891. Further expansion of the company led to the opening of collieries at Cresswell, 

Mansfield and Rufford. 

Glapwell Colliery was one of the new Top Hards collieries of the Sheepbridge Coal and Iron 

Company in an era when the country required good coking and steam coal. The Sheepbridge 

company reached the Top Hard or Barnsley Bed seam in July 1883 and production 

commenced from a colliery which used both shafts and the Bramley Vale drifts to extract the 

coal. In 1916 the company leased the lower seams at Glapwell to give the colliery new life. 

The colliery closed in 1974 with all the men being transferred to other collieries. 

In 1882 the Staveley company leased 5,000 acres of coal reserves on the Sutton Estates from 

William Arkwright, the lease was for sixty three years and by 1885 the new Sutton estate 

colliery or Markham number one colliery was in full production. Another colliery was sunk 

shortly afterwards into the Deep Softs or Clay Cross Softs seam at a depth of 1,512 feet from 

the surface, this colliery was to be called Markham number two. The most productive seam in 

the area was the Top Hards seam which was worked at Markham, but, by 1919 the workings 

were out as far as Palterton and it was decided to sink another shaft at Doe Lea Bridge and 

call this Markham number five shaft or the Palterton Air shaft to improve ventilation and man 

riding, the Top Hard seam here was six foot two inches thick. (Were there ever plans to 

expand number five shaft pit head into another separate colliery?) The Top Hard seam or 

Barnsley Bed as it is called elsewhere was a very thick and rich coal seam which was capable 

of supplying the local market and the steel, coking, gas and chemical industries with the bulk 

raw material it required. By the year 1895 the Staveley company found that house coal was in 

short supply and it was decided to sink another local colliery at Temple Normanton, Bonds 

Main Colliery. 

Another colliery which was run by the Staveley company was the Ramcroft colliery (1916-

1929 & 1939-1966). The Ramcroft colliery company was formed under the guidance of 

Charles Paxton Markham of the Staveley company and exploited the Top Hard seam in shafts 

of 152 yards deep as a direct result of the war effort. It was proposed in 1914 to further 

exploit the coal reserves of the Palterton and Heath areas of the Sutton estates. After the war 

it was decided to construct a branch line into the colliery with sidings, two pieces of land 

were leased on March 25th. 1919 for an annual rent of £37:2s:6d. For a ten year period from 

1929 the mine was mothballed and three men maintained the colliery. In 1935 a pipeline was 

constructed from the colliery to the coking ovens at Holmewood to supply it with water to 

quench the batteries, so a six inch diameter pipe and pumping station were installed to supply 



the waste Ramcroft water to the plant. The colliery reopened for coal production as a result of 

the Second World War in 1939 with the Hardwick colliery company controlling it. The five 

hundred colliers employed could supply around a quarter of a million tons per annum from 

the Top Hards, High Hazels, First and Second Waterloo seams. The colliery closed in 1966 

and shortly afterwards the area was opencast and the last remaining seams removed from the 

Deep Ring Bell opencast operation. 

 
Shopping in Carr Vale, 1930's.  

 Birch, Edward William. Confectioner. 20 Main Street.  

 Blacks Radio Stores Ltd. 22 Main Street.  

 Bolsover Home Grown Fruit Preserving Company Ltd. New Station Road.  

 Buxton, Walter R. Boot Repairer. Main Street.  

 Caley, Joseph. Shopkeeper. 18 Main Street.  

 Carr Vale Hotel. George S Billings. Main Street.  

 Carr Vale Working Mens Club. Moses Millard, Secretary. Sherwood Street.  

 Central Billiards Saloon. J.R. Dakin. Charlesworth Street.  

 Central Hall Picture Theatre. Ernest and Reginald Dakin.  

 Clements, William. Draper. 57 Charlesworth Street.  

 Crouch, Annie. (Mrs). Shopkeeper. 64 Charlesworth Street.  

 Cutts, Jessica. (Mrs). Shopkeeper. 12 Main Street.  

 Elliot, Florrie Anne. (Mrs). Draper. 10 Main Street.  

 Flint, Charles. Haulage Contractor. 6 Sutton Hall Road.  

 Godard, Louis Clarion. Grocer. Charlesworth Street.  

 Greenwood, Stanley E. Chemist. 5 Main Street.  

 Groom, William. Grocer. 1 Sutton Hall Road.  

 Harris, Arthur. Watch and Clock Repairer. 51 Charlesworth Street.  

 Houfton, Harriet. (Mrs). Servants Registry Office. 21 Sutton Hall Road.  

 Lambert, John George. Confectioner. 53 Charlesworth Street.  

 Lambert Social Services Centre. W. Brown, Secretary. Main Street.  

 Lynch, Edward. Butcher. 7 Main Street.  

 Millard, Moses. Shopkeeper. 23 Charlesworth Street.  

 Needham, Harry. Grocer. 4 Main Street.  

 New Byron Brick Company and Tile Makers. Herbert Leslie Vass, Manager.  

 Parsons, Edith Anne. (Mrs). Stationer. 2 Spencer Street.  

 Piggot, Charles. Fried Fish Dealer. 16 Main Street.  

 Pleasley and Pleasley Hill Co-operative and Industrial Society Ltd. Charlesworth 

Street.  

 Richardson, Arthur. Butcher. 65 Charlesworth Street.  

 Shentall, John Ltd. Grocers. 28 Main Street.  

 Slaney, Beatrice. (Mrs). Shopkeeper. 18 Charlesworth Street.  

 Smedley, Wilfred. Fruiters and Post Office. 2 Charlesworth Street.  

 Trantham and Haywood, Bakers. 1 Main Street.  

 Wilbourne, John William. Wireless Dealer. 55 Charlesworth Street.  

 Winnard, Doris. (Miss). Ladies Hairdressers. 24 Main Street.  

 Winnard, Thomas. Fried Fish Dealer. 5 Charlesworth Street.  

 Woodhead, George. Hair Dresser. 8 Main Street.  

 Wyler, Martha. (Mrs). Shopkeeper. 1 Orchard Row.  

 



 
 

The Cobblers Shop. Charlesworth Street. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

  

  

  

Carr Vale Cinema. 

Last Film Now Showing July 1964. 

FORT BRAVO-Starring JOHN WAYNE 

BALCONY 1/9  

STALLS 1/6  

OAP 1/-  

  

  

  

Farming.  

Early in this century men were employed locally in mining and brick working but another 

occupation which was dominant was that of farming and one of the larger farms to work the 

Bathurst estate lands was Palterton Carr House or Carr Farm, the farm; now demolished is 

shown on maps surveyed prior to the 1840 Ordnance Survey maps, the farm is now 

demolished but once sat on the cross roads of many of the local footpaths and bridle roads. 

As part of the 1779 Inclosure Act a new private road was created out of an old footpath which 

served the farm. 'branching out of the westerly end of Gander Lane and from thence 

extending in a southerly and westerly direction over Spital Green into the northerly end of an 

ancient lane called Old Carr Lane in the Liberty of Palterton and do hereby call the same 

Spital Green Road. For the use of owners of land in the Liberty of Palterton belonging to Earl 

Bathurst called Carr Farm'. The present Darwood Lane. The farm was demolished in the 

1960's and the land added to other local farms. 

The Sutton estate provided farm land locally, at the bottom of Bolsover Hill across from the 

site of Bolsover colliery is Mill Farm, to the left side of which but now demolished was 

Sutton Mill powered by water from the drainage goyts or goits stored in a mill pond. The 

goyts or drainage ditch drained water in wet times from the upper fields along the side of the 

river Doe Lea from Buckbridge to the mill pond at the back of the farm. In 1835 the mill was 

worked by Joseph Cuthbert who was a miller, baker and flour dealer. The farm was sold 

along with 136 acres in 1919 by the Lord of the Manor William Arkwright, it raised £2,900 at 

auction and was purchased by the tenant Mr. F.Holmes. The farm house building has a stone 

bearing the inscription 

'E.S. 1732'.  

In 1715 the then Fourth Earl of Scarsdale, Nicholas Leeke was accused of supporting a 

suspected Jacobite rising and was sent to the Tower of London to await 'the Kings pleasure'. 

He managed to raise bail and was freed in June 1716. It was at this time the Earl decided to 

file:///C:/Users/Neil/Documents/Local%202/Carr%20Vale/36.htm


abandon politics and concentrate on the restoration and expansion of his estates. Part of this 

work included the restoration of his mill, hence the stone. E.S. Earl Scarsdale rebuilding the 

mill in 1734. 

Another commemorative plaque on the front wall reflects the following. 

Peter Fidler  

Chief Surveyor Hudson Bay Co. 

Born In This House, Bolsover 1769 

Died Fort Dauphin Canada 1882 

Sutton Lodge farm which overlooks the M1 motorway in all of its dereliction and which 

adjoins Sutton Hall park on the eastern side was the home of the local shire horses. This stone 

built farm was the breeding place for the superior shires which by being raised on the grazing 

of limestone slopes were less susceptible to foot rot and other diseases associated with 

working in water. As a result the horses were much sought after and commanded a high price. 

 

Palterton Carr House Farm.  

Early in this century men were employed locally in mining and brick working but another 

occupation which was dominant was that of farming and one of the larger farms to work the 

Bathurst estate lands was Palterton Carr House or Carr Farm, the farm; now demolished is 

shown on maps surveyed prior to the 1840 Ordnance Survey maps, the farm is now 

demolished but once sat on the cross roads of many of the local footpaths and bridle roads.  

As part of the 1779 Inclosure Act a new private road was created out of an old existing 

footpath which served the farm. 'branching out of the westerly end of Gander Lane and from 

thence extending in a southerly and westerly direction over Spital Green into the northerly 

end of an ancient lane called Old Carr Lane in the Liberty of Palterton and do hereby call the 

same Spital Green Road. For the use of owners of land in the Liberty of Palterton belonging 

to Earl Bathurst called Carr Farm'. The present Darwood Lane.  

The farm was demolished in the 1960's and the land added to other local farms. 

 

By kind permission of Jacks Palterton Web Site. 



 

1891 Census. RG12/2649 Schedule 225. 

NAME RELATIONSHIP AGE OCCUPATION BIRTH PLACE 

Joseph 

Wilkinson  
Head  34  Farmer & Employer  Holmesfield  

Amelia  Wife  36  
 

Sheffield  

Joseph E C  Son  6  
 

Marsh Lane  

Maude  Daughter  3  
 

Scarcliffe  

Frank  Son  2  
 

Scarcliffe  

Mary A  Mother (Widow)  63  
Living on her own 

means  
Holmesfield  

Isaac Pollard  Servant  19  Farm labourer  
? in 

Nottinghamshire  

T Eddeson  Servant  19  Farm labourer  Faugham?, Bucks.  

 
  

Refreshment.  

New Bolsover Social Club was formed in 1938 in an existing building built by the Lancashire 

Derbyshire and East Coast Railway company when the line was being constructed through 

Carr Vale around 1896. The L.D.&E.C.R. purchased land for their railway as early as 1894, 

the land was initially owned by Charles and Mary Blockley who sold it to the railway 

company agents Messrs. Bailey and Greville with the Duke of Portland owning the mineral 

rights as the land was part of his estates. The early history of the building  is a little cloudy 

but it appears that it was not a great success or was it that now the tunnel was built it was no 

longer needed and on January 7th. 1902 William Hall the Younger a farmer of Ivan House 

Bolsover took over the lease of the buildings and land for a period of ninety nine years for an 

annual rent of five pounds per annum. The lease stated that the building could only be used 

for a 'Temperance Refreshment Room and Dwelling House'. The lease finally changed hands 

around 1938 after the death of  Mr.Richardson who used the  property used as a cycle shop 

and general store. At some time during the buildings history the local branch of the British 

Legion met here. The British Railways board sold the building and land to Bolsover District 

Council in 1964 for £650.  

 

 

 

 

 



People have in their possession Bottles bearing the label: 

'Station Hotel Carr Vale'  
  

 
The Carr Vale Hotel or was it to be called the Station Hotel? Which was once owned by the 

Chesterfield Brewery company who brewed beers on the site of the Trebor sweets factory at 

the junction of Brimington Road and Infirmary Road, Chesterfield. The company was set up 

by the local landed gentry to sell victualic products into the public houses which they owned 

or were to build. The founder members being the Duke of Devonshire, the Duke of Portland 

and Mr.Arkwright of Sutton Hall, the company was formed on July 4th. 1853, the very same 

men who set up the L.D.&E.C.R. Later that century. In 1904 the licence of the Thatched 

House Tavern public house (on Hill Top near to Sherwood Lodge) was transferred to the Carr 

Vale Hotel. The hotel was one of those taken over by the sale of the Chesterfield brewery 

assets to Mansfield Brewery between December 1934 and January 1935. The hotel closed 

and was boarded up in June 1993 after being taken over by Burtonwood Beers who changed 

the name to the Carr Vale. A small bell tower still sits on the hotel roof and it is said that it 

was rung each day to call the locals to work at the brickyard. I wonder. 

 

 



 

 

Landlords of the Carr Vale Hotel. 

1908 Thomas Lievesley. 

1912 Thomas Lieveslsy. 

1922 Thomas Elcock. 

1925 Thomas Elcock. 

1936 Benjamin Crossland. 

1941 George S. Billings. 

 
 

Local People:  
  

  

1920.  

 Coal And Lighting Overseer, Mr.A.Walton  

 Sub-Post Masters, New Bolsover, Mr.J.A.Peach. Carr Vale, Mr.G.Daykin.  

 Station Masters, Midland, Mr.S.Palfreyman. G.C.R. Mr.Ramsdale.  

1939. 

 Station Masters, L.M.S. (goods only), G.P.Kirkland. L.N.E. H.Ainsworth.  

 Public Baths Superintendent and Matron, Mr. and Mrs.H.Senior.  

 Electricity Supply, Bolsover Urban Council, Manager Mr.A.Hodgson.  

 Gas Supply, The Bolsover Gas, Light and Coke Company.  

 Post Master, New Bolsover, Mr.G.Osborne.  

 British Legion, Carr Vale Branch, Chairman, Lieut-Col. H.Tylden-Wright. Secretary, 

Mr.S.Jennings.  

 Womens Section, Chairman, Mrs.Davies. Secretary, Mrs.Biggs, 7.Charlesworth. 

Street.  

1961. 

 Baths Superintendent, Mr W.R.Palfreyman. M.N.A.B.S., A.R.S.H., R.L.S.S.  

 Sub-Post Masters, New Bolsover, Mrs.V.Hall. Carr Vale, Mr.A.Senior.  

 Station Master, Bolsover Castle Goods, L.M.Region, Mr.A.Trantham.  

 Carr Vale and New Bolsover British Legion, Chairman, Mr.W.Spray. Secretary, 

Mr.J.Brunyee.  

 



 



The Carr Vale Disasters.  
  

In December 1910 and again in October 1923 Carr Vale was at the centre of two accidents 

involving children on the level crossing outside the now New Bolsover Social club. The 

articles are reports from the Derbyshire Times and graphically describe the accidents and the 

aftermath. The articles are from two books which record the local incidents from the 

Derbyshire times and Derbyshire Courier From the middle of the 19th century to the middle 

of the 20th century painstakingly written by Mr. &. Mrs. Jackson of the North Wingfield 

Local History Group. 

The graphic reports tell the story of human tragedy on the local railway. 

Derbyshire Times 31st December 1910.  

Mr.John West a miner from New Bolsover saw the accident which occurred at about 5-15 p-

rn. on Saturday afternoon. He was standing talking to his nephew outside the wicket gate on 

the Bolsover side of the crossing. He saw the passenger train cone in and noticed 15 or 20 

children against the wicket gate. The noise and bustle caused by the detraining of the 

passengers had hardly begun before the youngsters trooped onto the crossing- They were 

oblivious of danger and not even the noisy approach of a Great Northern empty coat train and 

the long shrill whistle of the engine caused than to arrest their footsteps or to flee from the 

hideous death that was rushing upon than- A moment later the engine dashed into the group 

of heedless children and the spot which had been occupied a moment before by little folk 

ravelling in health and innocent excitement was strewn with the mangled remains of the dead 

and the bodies of the injured. The grim instrument of death passed on its way , the driver 

being quite unaware that anything out of the ordinary had happened. I turned around to bury 

my face in my hands and shut out the awful site and uttered the exclamation "Oh God". I did 

not know that but some of my children were amongst them. Mr. West said I think all the 

children were excited and were hurrying home to tell their parents of the delight of the 

cinematographic entertainment. I rushed onto the crossing and took the boy Buxton into my 

arms and hurried to the platform and at the same time shouted for someone to telephone for 

medical assistance. whilst the bodies were lying about it was a relief to me to be informed by 

someone who had alighted onto the platform from the passenger train that Dr. Spencer was 

on the platform. I never want to witness so ghastly a spectacle again I have seen men injured 

in the mines but the sight did not compare with the fearful scenes of which I was an eye 

witness. 

The direction in which the train was coming there is a curve, the curve is such that if you 

were standing at the wicker gate on the Carr Vale side of the crossing you would not see an 

approaching train until it arrived into the station because of the buildings The children would 

not be able to see the train until it was a few yards away from them and it had passed the 

footbridge. 

Killed: Mary Margaret Bacon 9, Joseph Bacon 10, George Alfred Boot 8. 

Injured: Arthur Yates 9, Ethel Kemp 7, John James Buxton 11. 

Arthur the sole surviving son of Mr. & Mrs. J.T.Bacon prattled simply about the accident 

which has robbed him of a brother and sister, "yes I did like the show" as he lovingly held the 



gifts which Santa Claus had brought him. I wanted to go home with our Dolly and Joe but 

two boys did like this, (standing with his arms outstretched) and would not let me. The little 

smiling face of six was spared the knowledge that the conduct of his two tormentors had in 

all probability saved him. 

Edwin Buxton the 7 year old brother of the injured John James Buxton lingered by the way 

after leaving the Central hall- John hurried forward and was cut down. 

"I saw the train come along" said Ivy Kemp who was one or the group of children standing 

near the crossing gate and whose younger sister was frightfully injured "Did you see the train 

knock the children down"? "I was at the back" she said. 

In June 1909 an old man named Breedon was killed on the crossing, It was curious fact that 

this man had previously been engaged watching the crossing and looking after the safety of 

the children who crossed it daily on their way to school. 

Census of traffic crossing. 8.30a.m. on Jan. 20th until 8.30.a.m. 22nd Jan. l910.  

First 24 hours. 5804 pedestrians and 187 vehicles. 

Second 24 hours. 7214 pedestrians and 239 vehicles. 

Dr. Spencer's report.  

I was on the platform awaiting the arrival of some friends. I spoke to the Station Master with 

reference to a parcel which should have come by the train. during our conversation I noticed 

a ticket collector approach from the direction of the level crossing and spoke to the Station 

Master who flushed deeply and then turned pale. The Station Master gave the instruction in 

an alarmed tone to block the line both ways. I lingered awhile and saw a man named John 

West approaching from the level crossing and carrying in his arms a child. As he reached me 

he said "Dr. Spencer there has been an awful accident and a lot of children have been mowed 

down by a goods train. The room next to the booking hall was selected as suitable for 

examining the child Mr. West was carrying. The child was placed nn the table and a porters 

jacket was used as a pillow. A girl was brought in and identified as Margaret Bacon, she was 

alive but suffering from appalling injuries. I did all I could to stop the bleeding but I new 

death was inevitable. I rushed to Mr. J.T. Weston's and telephoned for my emergency case. I 

next telephoned Dr. Schoolered and Dr. Saville for assistance. An Instruction was given for 

an engine to be held in readiness to carry to Chesterfield those who were injured. Ethel Kemp 

was brought into the room with a badly fractured leg which I decided to put into position as 

quickly as possible. Mr. A.R. Davis who carried the girl in told me there had been an inquiry 

for splints and bandages and had been told there was none to be had at the station. A parasol 

probably left luggage was found in the waiting room and on my suggestion Mr. Davis broke 

it in two parts and was used temporarily for splints, for bandages we used pocket 

handkerchiefs. 

At the Carr Vale Hall on Saturday afternoon a number of children attempted to witness a 

cinematograph entertainment. The laughter rang through the building and their cries of joy at 

the scenes presented to their admiring gaze penetrated into the streets and caused a lady 

passing to observe to her friend hew happy the children are. 



A letter from Mr. Hunter Clerk to the Bolsover Urban council stated that they considered that 

while it would be a distinct advantage to move the bridge from the east to the west end of the 

platform the difficulty with regards to the vehicular traffic would still remain. The Council 

strongly urged the desirability of closing the gates against the railway as was done on other 

crossings. Mr. Ball replied we are obliged to do so by Statute one of the clauses of the 

Regulations of the Railway Act 1842 states "whereas experience has shown it is more 

conducive to safety that such gates should be half closed across the turnpike or the road 

instead of the railway"-  

 

January 7th 1911,  

Solved. Carr Vale danger to be removed, The problem of the Carr Vale death trap has been 

solved and it only remains for the Bolsover Urban District Council and the Railway Co. to 

carry out the construction of the subway for foot passengers with the utmost despatch. When 

this is done the wicket gate will be removed and pedestrians will not use the crossing at all. 

All Bolsover seemed to be in mourning when the funerals of the little victims took place. The 

remains of Mary Margaret Bacon and those of her brother Joseph William Bacon were 

interned on Tuesday afternoon. The coffins were of pitch pine with brass furniture. An 

unfortunate incident occurred to mar the beauty of the ceremony when the graves were found 

to be to small to contain the bodies and the mourners were compelled to stand around whilst 

the cavities were enlarged with a spade. The grave was still to small and needed further 

enlarging so a hymn was sung to the accompaniment of the spade striking the frozen earth. 

Similar impressive scenes were witnessed when the remains George Alfred Boot were laid to 

rest on Wednesday afternoon. A bitterly cold wind was blowing but this did not deter a crowd 

of sympathisers. 

 

Derbyshire Times 27th. October 1923.  

A sad fatality Involving the life of one little boy and serious injuries to another occurred on 

Wednesday afternoon at the Carr Vale level crossing on the Lincoln to Chesterfield branch of 

the L. and N. E. railway. The tragic affair happened about 4-25.p.rn. when the children 

attending the colliery schools at the New Bolsover infant school were returning home to Carr 

Vale which lies on the west side of the crossing. It is alleged that the boys ware playing on 

the railway at the time and having waited on the embankment for the passing of a goods train 

coming from Chesterfield, rushed across to the other side when they were knocked dawn by a 

ballast train coming in the opposite direction, the approach of which they failed to notice. 

Herbert Hayes aged 8 son of Arthur Hayes of Scarsdale Street Carr Vale was killed outright 

his body being mangled beyond recognition, his companion Leonard Platts aged 8 son of 

Arthur Platts an engineer at the Bolsover brickworks also of Scarsdale Street who was 

knocked down by the engine into the six foot and sustained serious injuries. The driver of the 

ballast train was unaware of the tragedy, continued on his journey. Three of Herbert Hayes 

schoolmates had been standing at the gate on the Carr Vale side quite unconscious of the 

terrible disaster that was impending. Assistance was immediately forthcoming and the body 

was removed to a room on the station platform where Mr. J.L. Cox Superintendent of the 



Bolsover Ambulance Division, Mr. M. Stubbings, Mr. R.Marklew and Mr. F. Marklew and 

P.C.Goodall prepared the body for removal to the boys home. Platts was placed in a motor 

car which was standing at the gates and taken to the surgery of Dr. W. Stratton and 

afterwards to the Chesterfield Hospital. The railway is an important artery of communication 

with the main line and over it thousands of tons of mineral traffic pass daily to the East coast 

ports and other line centres. 

Enquires made by our representative on the spot showed that the deceased and his companion 

were on there way hone from school and on reaching the crossing found the gate which locks 

automatically when a train is signalled fastened. Instead of using the subway they climbed the 

fence and got onto the railway. A coal train from the direction of Chesterfield was due to pass 

at the time and immediately it had cleared the crossing the boys had rushed across the metals 

and ran into the ballast train coming in the other direction from Scarrcliffe. 

Mr. Haddock the esteemed headmaster of the colliery school stated that they had been 

warned time and time again and in fact it is not a fortnight ago since I spoke to then and the 

Station Master threatened them. Mr. Haddock also mentioned a practice resorted to by drivers 

or motor vehicles which served as a great temptation to boys to congregate near the crossing 

as the drivers invariably gave the boys a penny to open the gates to save themselves the 

trouble of alighting. Three little boys who were eye witnesses to the terrible accident were 

Harold Bell, George Sudbury, and William Challenger all of Carr Vale. They had passed 

through the subway and were attracted to the crossing gate on the Carr Vale side by seeing 

the two boys on the line. Harold Bell said we saw Herbert and Leonard in the middle of the 

railway, they had climbed over the fence near to Mr. Richardson's shop. There was a goods 

train coming out of the tunnel from Scarcliffe and another one from Chesterfield. The boys 

were running backwards and forwards over the lines as if they were playing. They ran across 

as soon as the train from Chesterfield had passed and rushed into the train from Scarcliffe. 

George Sudbury said I saw both trains and the two boys were on the bank a little below the 

crossing waiting for the Chesterfield train to pass. When it had gone they rushed across and 

were knocked down by the other train. William Challenger corroborated he story told by his 

companions in that Hays rushed across the line first and was killed and Platts was knocked 

into the six foot. It was still the practice for children to cross the line when the gates were 

open. 

I personally do not think it would be possible to tell this story any better than the reporters 

of the day have told it and so I have left it as it was told in the Derbyshire Times. (A.N.B.).  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Carr Vale Floods 1912. 

Water is never in short supply in Carr Vale but when a flash flood occurred on 27
th
 July 1912 that 

cascaded down the escarpment from the top of Darwood Lane and onto the railway lines from the 

tunnel the village got a lot more than it was used to. 

The track bed of the railway was awash and water flooded down Main Street and then down 

Charlesworth Street. 

It seems that a great time was had by all concerned. 

 

Main Street outside the Carr Vale Hotel. 

 

Charlesworth Street. 



 

A little later in the same year it happened all over again Carr Vale’s Second Flood occurred on August 

26
th
 1912. 

Little damage was done in any of the floods. 

 



 

Carr Vale Allotments & Sutton Hall Road. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

New Bolsover.  

Close to the town of Bolsover and the village of Carr Vale lies the village of New Bolsover or 

'the Model Village' which was created by the paternalistic Bolsover colliery company in the 

1890's to house the colliery workforce. The plans were created by Percy Houghton and 

Emerson Muschamp Bainbridge the chairman of the company in 1888 and revised by Sir 

Richard Webster. Building work commenced in 1891 and by late 1892 fifty of the two 

hundred houses were occupied. Included in the design of the village were a miners institute, 

school, co-operative store, orphanage for children of fathers killed in the employ of the 

company, allotment gardens, Methodist and Anglican churches and a large assembly hall and 

bandstand on the village green. The experiment led to the building of the larger Cresswell 

'Model Village' in 1901 and the creation of Forest Town near to Mansfield Woodhouse. 

Three types of house were constructed at New Bolsover, two types to house workers, single 

story for small families and double story (attic room) for larger families and the 'Villas' which 

were nearer to the colliery to house the officials. A tub railway ran from the pit to the village 

to help in its construction and on completion was used to transport coal for the home fires and 

bring the night spoil back for disposal. The village was patrolled by the Bolsover colliery 

police officer and in the 1920's New Bolsover had sergeant G.Murrey and one constable 

looking after the inhabitants. A sandstone quarry was started in the 1920's for building 

materials around the site of the new bowling green at New Bolsover. 

 

Wesleyan Church. Now Demolished. Last Used 1970’s.  

Orphanage now Bainbridge Hall. 

According to the will of Emerson Muschamp Bainbridge it was to havebeen expanded to 

have included a hospital, an orphanage, a home for aged miners and their families and offices 

to be used in connection with charitable work involving the proper upbringing of children. 

  
The village was in draft form in a statement in 1891 and rent was 3 shillings and sixpence for the 

larger houses and three shillings for the smaller ones. 

Colliers moved out if they ceased employ at the colliery.  



  

See Bolsover colliery. A Centenary History. 1889-1989. Bernard Haigh. Published by British Coal 

Corporation. 

 

 
  

 
  

2009. The Castle Overlooks the Village. 

  



 
  

The Inner Row. 

  

 
  

The Colliery Club 2009. 

  



 
  

Right Inner and Outer Rows. 

  

 
  

Left Outer Row. 



 
  

Left Outer Row and Co-operative Stores. 

  

 
  

Evidence of the Past. 

  

 
  

The Co-op. 

  



 
  

Site Prior to Development 1883. Ordnance Survey. 

  

 
  

1938. Ordnance Survey. 



 
 

Outside New Bolsover School. 

 

The Railway lines the young lad is sat on were to pull tubs of coal around in the late Autumn 

and Winter for the miners houses and to remove the night soil from the earth middens. 

 

New Bolsover Junior School Team.  
Doe Lea Valley School League.   

 

 
Mr. ‘Daddy’ Parker. 

Stuart Byetheway. John Collier. Barry Morris. Allen Rowley. John Mapley. Gordie Ellis.  
Kenneth Bluff. Malcolm Spencer. Mick Walker. Raymond Sumner. Ronald Umney. 
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