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BOLSOVER CASTLE.

DO not know o pleasure more afiecting than to range at Wil ovr the desprted
cpartments of some fine old family mansion.  The trages of ostine grandens
admit of & better passion that envy ; and eontemplations om the crvat and o ul
whetn we faney in seccession to Lave bren its inhabitants svonve for v flesions
incompatible with the bustle of madern oceupaney.’” Thise words of Ul
Lamb well express thoughts that must have passed throvgh the minds of wan
visitors to Bolsover Castle in the county of Derby,

Tiis Castle bas much to reeommend it to the antiquary. It f= @ strihing obioer
which is sire to atteact the attention of the traveller, and to leave a strong impressin
upon Fim. 1t stands on a ridse of limestone from s60ft, to 380f1 above the =0 level
commanding the prospeet of an extensive valley, and its lofty elevation makes it
2 landmark in the surfonnding country,  The facts known concerning its « arly history
have interest of the kind that is called antiquarian, but it i not until the seventeenth
century that personal amd architectiral interest centres i the present structir
Enrly in that century it heceme one of the homes of famons progemtors of its present
poble owner, but same two centuries hiave elapsed since it was used by any of therm for
resiclential purpose=  Time has not wnnihilated the line of its possessors | it has con-
firmed theie preference for another residence which they have owned for an equadly
long period.  Despite all its prond memories the Castle is shorn of its anclent glories,
and it remains the untenanted skell of the architectural ambitions of those who
buitt and rebuilt it in the dim pase.

Domesday Book records t]w fact that at the time of the making of the Great
Survey the manor of Belesovre was in the tenure of one Robert, and that its owner
was William Peverel, whose namo has gained immortality in history and romance in
connection swith the Peak.  As the Great Survey makes no reference to a castle ut
Bolsover, it mav be concluded that one did not exist in the year 1080 Thers is no
doubt, however, that a castle wis crected there in rhe Norman perind, and thy
builder was probably William Peverel the third.  Duedale rNu;:nbmrunh o men
of this name, bot modern writers generally consider that there were three of the 0
sngcession - father, son and grandson,

The first is deseribed by Mr, Freeman as © a Norman adventurer of unkpowi
origin,’’ who became one of the greatest landowners in the shires of Dorhe and
Nottingham. The second was the founder of Lenton Priory, wnd his wile's name i=
given by Thoroton as Adeline.  He is stated to have died abowt riry Willlam
Peverel the third for a lope time detained from the Priory cortain gifts made to 51
by his mother.  Of this. however, he repenterl, and when King Stephen wis ot
Nottingham, that king. at the earnest entreaty of Peverel and Onldona }u- wife g
a eharter of confirmation to the Priory.  (Thoroton™s " Nottinghamshire " 1677 paze
218.) He appears to have bheen married twice, for after e had 2lven the Chureh of
Bolsaver to the Abhey of Darlev, the gift was confirmed by his wite Avicis 1
Lancaster. (Dugdale & ** Monusticon,” 1830, V1, 361}

In the strogule of the Emrrc« Maud and her son. Henry of
Stephien, Peverel adhered to the castse of the King and swas tako prizamer when
fighting on his side at Lincoln in 1141 Whim Henrv ol Anjon got the upper hand
be in 1152 granted the property of Poverel to Ranulph karl of Chester nnless b
(Peverel) should be able o aeqnit himself of his wickedness and treason by triad in
court.  The Eard of Chester died shortly afterwards, and Peverel was accpsed of
potsoning him,  Thereupon he fled {50 suvs Dugidale) “ to a mamastery ol bis own
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patronage (which doubtless was Lenton) where he cansed himself to be shom o
monk.”  But when in 1155 Henry M advanced to the North, Peverel did not foe)
himsolf safe in bis retreat. and aguin took flight.  No more is heard of him except
that his estates, incloding Bolsover. wore confiecated to the Crown,

From the fact that two charters of King Jobn oare dated at Boliver on
March joth, 1200, it is clear that that king was at the Castle on that day

Ihe Public Records mention the names ot divers governors of the Castle They
were changed very frequently, and it i= not Hecessary to enumerate them here,

In 1216, Brvan de L'lsle. then Gevemar, wae ordeted to hold the Castle agains
the barons who were in rebellion agains Ring John, or else to demolish it, to the end
that they might have no advantage by it (Dugdale : ' Baronage," I, 37h The
Castle, however. was sefzed by the insurgents. but wus retaken by assault by William
Ferrers, Earl of Derby (0, 1. 2611 Subsequently it was in the esston of John
le Scat, Earl of Chester, and when be died in 1237 it passed to ﬁibmﬁm—ln-hw.
Henry de Hastings.  After no Jong time it agiain reverted to the Crown, and twn
centuries later Henry VI granted it o his fli-brother, Edmund Tudor, Earl of Rich-
mond, who died in 1356, In 1485, &5 we learn from the Bolsover Court Rolls. it was
in Lrossessa ion of Richmund's vonnger hrother Jasper Tudor, Earl of Pembroke and
Duke of Bedford.  On the doath of the lussonamed in 1395 the Castle passed to lns
nephew, King Henry V1 The negt king Henry VILL granted it in 3514 to Themis
Howard, Duke of Norfolk, o the attainder of whose son, at the heginning of the
VEAT 1547, it ance more roverted o the Crown, remining a4 roval  possession
until 15353, when it was granted 10 Sir George Talbot, Lord Talbot, who became
sixth Earl of Shrowsbuev jn 1560, This ear] died in 1590, and the Castle passed
to his son, Gilbert Talbor, seventh Earl of Sheewsbury,  The latter in thoX
leased the Manor and Castle of Bolsiver to lis brother-in-law, Sir Charles
Cavendish, for 1,000 vears, at the reserved atmual rent of fro, and in 1613 sold the
property to him absalntely

Sir Charles Cavendish was the voungest son of the famous Elizabeth Hardwick,
commanly  known as Bess of Hurdwick, and her  sevond huosband,  Sir - William
Cavendish. * This beantiful and discrect lady," as Arthur Collins calls her, was
energetic, shrewd and businesslike. acquisitive, ambitious and imperions.  Endowoed
by her father with a slender portion of forty marks. she at length became co-heiress
to. her brother, Jokn Hardwick, and she obtained no fewer than four opulest
husbands, becoming suecessively Mrs Barlow, Tady Cavendish, Lady St. Loe and,
listlv, Countess of Shrewsbury,  Frum each of her husbands she obtained excellent
settlements, and she was also exceodingly snceessful in providing her Cavendish childgen
with consorts and estates.  Her first, third and fourth marniages were childless.
When she was u widow for the thini time she contrived to arrange a triple alliance.
About the same time that <he herself married the sixth Earl of Shrewsbury her son,
Henry Cavendish, marsied one of Shrewsbury's danghters by lis former marriage, and
her davghter Mary married his second som and ultimate heir,  Collins quotes an
ancient enlogy which characterizes Bess ss * four times o credituble anid happy wife "
It is true that Cavendish, ~ who being somewhat in vears, married her ¢ v for
her beauty "' (3o <avs her grandson's wife) addressed her as “ Good Bess™ @ that St
Loe, who calls her his “ own sweet Bess ™ zaid thut his heart ached when he was
absent from her; and that at first all went well with the Earl of Shrewshury and his
second bride, for, after telling her that her failure to write to him drove lum into
the dumps, he thanks God that she is %o careful over him and his, and hopes that
Giod will gend him sonn home to possess his " greatest jov" But Collins does not
report the fact that this excellent state of things did not last, and he is quite silent as
tn the complaints made by Shrewsbory to the effect that his wife openiv manifestel
her devitish disposition ' towards him, that she ** had callod him knitve, fool and beast
to lis face, and had mockad and mowed at him.” Her great hobby was building.
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and she erected mansions at Chatsworth, Hardwick and Oldcotes, A story s
current 1o the effect that it had been predicted that she would nat die so long as
che continued to build, that she commenced the rebuilding of Bolsover Castle. and
that she dicd when i hard frost set in and stopped the progress of the work.
Sometimes this story s told with respect to Oldeotes. Whitt i« certain is that the
Countess jed on Febranry 13th, 1008, and that there is no foundation for the
eraddition that she was concerned with the relieilding of Bolsover Castle.

Leland viewed the Castle in the reign of Henry VIII, wmd Qeseribed it as " A
great Building of an olde Castelle 1t was probubly in & state of great decay
when it was acquired by Sit Charles Cavendish | but its new owner, who inherited
his mother's predilection for building. at ance  devoted himself to the wark ol
restoration, his architect being John Smitkzon. who designed the Riding House at
Welbeck in 1h23*

A roll of the building charges at Bolsover Costle, extending from November, 1612,
to March, 1614, t5 in the Duke of Portland’s possession, und the handwriting of the
marginal notes appears to be the same a= that found mpon Smithson's Welbeck plans.
dated 3622 and 1633, in the coliection of the late Colonel W, L. Coke of Brookhill
Hall,  Thess neeomits show that local stone was used, and that it was obtained
from four quarries— Shuttloweod the Town Unany, Bolsover Moot Quarry and Kirkby.
Rough stone cost t]d a foer: ashlar tdd © paving stone, tid.; axed stone, zid. .
ledgement, 40, ; stosie for the windows @l 4 foot ] and corbels, 25, each,  Labourers
were pnid 6. or 7 a day, but the Lavers of the forundations and the walls commanded
o higher wage, to wit, 15 a day.  Vanous items are churged for the taking down of
the old wall, and it connection with this work, in widition to ardinary  labourers,
women and boss were emploved. the furmer tecoiving 3. and the latter 2d. a day.
It ic evident that there wis a complete rebuilding of the fabric, for the pillars in the
cellar, larder and kitchen are purtionlars mentioned as costing 25 O, a foot | hases,
5. 0. vcach ; plinths. 2e each - atl each pstragatus. 4s, The architect was regular
in his superintendence of Ui work, amd at each visit he chirgeld g, for his own
weal and 2d. for provender for his horze.  The total sum expended during the period
covered by these aceounts swas £6oz vs 11l

The existing Castle may be camzdored s an carly Stuart restoration and modin-
cation of @& Nevman castle, the general churacter of the ancient strueture having
been proserved.  The Jower portions in thickness of walls wnml general Wtions are
i the Norman manner, and the infinence of the carlier building over the Iater is sern
in the vanlted treatment of the basetient amd ground  floors. The one surviving
portion of an eachier building is the Earls English archway which joins the ruins to the
virenlar wall, ind it mav alzo he resarked that two ancient gravestones, each sealptired
with i eross, wre wionght into the wall which supports the terrace on the west side.

Sir Chardes Cayendish died in 1617, and is commemaratod by 4 remarkable momi-
ment in the Cavendish Chapel in Bolssver Church,  He'is there enlogized dor the
“ Religion, Valoar, Learning ' that made him **wise " @ for the © Nobility, Boumy,
Justice "' that rade him honourable " awd for the quikities that mide him a trusty
friend. o kind hushand. and a loving father. The work of restorntion was ¢ontinned
by his son, William Cavendish, who Badd been made i Keight of the Bath in 1630, and
who was secessively created Viscount Mansfield. 1620 . Baron Cavendish of Balsover
and Farl of Newcastle-wpon-Tyne, 1628 Marquess of Neweastle-npon-Tyne, 1043 .
Earl of Ogle wnd Duke of Newcastle-upin-Tyne, 1605 He was known as the ** Loyal ™
Duke becanse of his fidelity to, and his sufferings in. the Rovalist canse : and  he
wns called the * Horsemanship ™ Doke becaie of Iis devotion to the training of

o Now converled inte the Liliravy and Chapel.  Wiien Gevrge Vertue visltel Weltwek e 1727 lie ool
Ut v et s of the Desilding wn vseription whish erounded the srelitert's mame ¢ = Jo. Smitheon Cueatore™
Vabwiviensls, 102t
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died in 1648.* appears to have been solely responsible for the buildings on the
terrnce.  His initials H. S, the date 1020 are ¢arved on stones on the west side of
this structure, where also are other mitinle and dates: G D, 1629 M. C., 1629,
MW, 1630 E. L. 1630 0 which may reasonably Le interpreted as representing tﬁe
names of masons emploved upan the work,  Where the structure on the terrace
jomns the bailey wall there is a doorway (mow blocked up), above which is the Cavendish
motto " Cavendo tutes ' and the date 1635 doubtless that of the completion of the
work.  Theneelorward the keep wps callod the Little Castle to distinguish it from
the rest of the structure.

On Julv joth, 1634, the Earl of Newcasthe entertained King Charles [ and Oueen
Henretta Marin at the Castle s spared  pothing that might add splendor  to
that feast.”t  Ben Jondon wiote o masque entitled ™ Love's Welcome,”  which  was
performed on the oceusion (Unfe page 100 and the Ewrel sent for all the neighbouring
gentry o come and wiit on Thelr Majesties  unid o short, did all that ever he could
imagine, to render it geeat, and worthy their roval geceptance,”  He resagned Welbeck
for their lodging, ;uuf spent more than £13000 in connection with the visit. A set
of table linen bought expressis for the orcasion cost L£160.3  Clarendon (* Rebellion,''
11707. I, 63) deseribes this us o " stupendious enterrainment, which (God be thanked)
though possibly it might w0 much whet the appetite of others to exeess, no man
sver after in those davs fmitated”

When the Civil War broke out the Ring constituted him Governor of Neweastle
wpon-Tyne and Coptam-Cerral of all the forees rased or to be ruised in the north
warts of Englonid as well as fo other speciicd counties. At fist he had successes,
wt oon July and 16gs the hattde o1 Marszon Moor, so disastrons to the Royalist canse,
wis fought.  Neweastle was opposad to the risk of an engagement. bat Pnince Rupert
insisted, wherenpon Neweasthe said ' that happen what would, e would not shun to
fight for he had no other ambinen Bar o hive and dve a loyal subject to His Majesty,"'s
Tre the baettle he Beld vo command, bur ar the hoad of o troop of gentlemen volunteers,
he fomght bravely with bls page's hali-loulen sword in his hand.  His vidour was of
no avail, and for him the detent meant the destruction of his {amous regiment of
White Coats, the ruin of his hopes und the loss of his prestige.  On the night after the
battle he slept at York.  COn the following moming he asked Prince Rupert * to give
this true and jast report of fum o His Magesty, that he had behaved ke an honest
roan, a gentlemian, and a Joyval subijoce " and then made his way to Scarborongh, whenee
in the course of a few davs he took <hip tor Hamburg, with but £o0 in bis pocket.  He
remuined in extle for sixteen years

Shortly after his departure his Castle of Bolsover was besivged and taken by the
Parfiamentarians,  Apparenthy the delenders thovght discretion the better part of
vidour. and, without ofiering resistance. incontinently vielded to superior force.  The
following accoant of the event i= taken from 7 The Buming-Bush not Consumed,” hy
John Vicars (publishied in 1640), pages S gnd oo

The ooble Major-Ceneradl Crawtord), having Iedt Codnell Besghtt, o Conpmander of my Loed Pairfaxes,
wed a ety of Foot b e Castlho (of Shethield | by atder ooy the tmmt solide Barl of Manelwster, advimied
wards Bawzer, ablas, Bouluwer Castle, abont = miles fnon Shefedld, 10 Delng anither stronmg Hoose of

* Humtmgdin Seifthsen tiod November azth, id, anld » cconmemorated m Bobover Chareh by
poeticul epitapl whiels Ziegins -

" Render, temrath Uik plabue st Duriol Ly Whose <kl marhiitecture did deserve

Suutthsan's remaluders of murtality | A fatroer tusbe b men'ry to presesve,”

His widow, Baalelln, was Durked ot Podsver, Febovary 2310, 169097, He Bl theee sune, uiy weee Daptisei)
At Bolsover © Willlam, Avgiet tet, 1637 ¢ Julm, March goth, eéeg-g0 0 Clurlis, July syth, 2642, Of these,
Julis dlexd Felwuary 241k, 571017
1 Life of the Duke of Newvasthe," 1007, pages 135 and 140,
1 L0 of the Db of Newsastle,™ 1662, page tos.
§ © Life of the Dskv of Newrastie,' 3nhs, page 47
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Murgpuesse Newrastlos im0 Duarbyshire, which wess wrll manned sith Suedibives, umid stroengtlened with grest
Caamie, ot whered varryed sightenn pound Duliet, otess uimy govnd, sod it bod strong warks about it yet
this LCasthe slw npon semamema, wos soom surrendd s fo oy Leed's Tueces, o tuiee aued sioderatn Artickes
ranfed 10 thene 1t plaased Gosd 1o glvw s I vhis Casthe of Bowlsower, an tumdred and twenty Muskots,
Aesiches Dibion, Malberts, st Also ome Joan Brade: sotie Fensden Taloss, twa Mactec-prices, some otber Drades,
wine berrels uf powder, With o peapeetion of Match. s me victuals for gur Souhls and sy pland
Another report of the surrender of the Uastle is found in Rushworth's ' Histerical
Collections.” V, fiyy -

On the tgth [ Amgust, Thgg], B0 [Ge Conwtard dyew Diis Fotres Datfore liolsavec-Custle, and bogan to
wreth Wie Mattecsen, but war previmaud by the combuy of o Dymuc from the Castle Tor & Pacey, whirh
comblisdisd 14 Arthedes of Surrender: That Majee Edward Muschamp thy Govorsour shiokld Ihe (et day
srrender The Castle, with all Pire-Artns, Ordeaso s, Aspasnitin. Fumiture of War, and Provisions : The
Cuwernmr, Offiours, snd Genthetnon 10 marsk ut with Vs and Colowrs, Flarsins, Swords, sl Platals
Troopers with Swarde a0d Horses 3 commomy S 14NN with Swouds and Pilies | and to oirry with them their
ety groper Goods. They wers c0wyi'd 10 Newask 0 bt the Givarpour aruying frii I Conmvoy, Wwes
pillaged of wll . wherrapon Colonel Pekeriig cove S Avos and Horve Veftitiog his Quality, and sent him
with w Guand 1 e Convey,  In this Custhe werr ol by Feens of Otdnance. thrve tindred Fire
Arms, o0 Naprels of Powsder, Mawh snd Bl progertionably, but Litle Provissn

Tn 1640 the Council of State. in onder to aveid the chage ol keeping 4 garrison in
the Castle, and o provint danger if it shonld be surprised and kept by an enemy,
give orders to the Comimittes of Derbi=iine that the house, considered s a private
habitation, should be prejudiced as litsle as mrght b, but that the ontworks and garden
walls, with the turrets and wisli= of the fronter onbirt that wene of strength, shoukd be
demolislied. and 1hat all the deors shoeld be taken away amd shight ones set in - their
phaces,  To etteet these objects the commitree sald the Castle to someon® who had
Sam intention to pull it dewn, sod make monev of the materpls”  The Duchess of
Newrastle, whi relates this tn her Lite of her husband (edition 1667, page 74}, adds
that the Marquess  vounger brother, Sir Charles Cavendisl, bought it back at an
wlvanced price  notsithetandins & ereat part of it was palled down already,™ and
Wwits thus able to prevent it= toral destriction.  After the death of Sir Charles in 1053,
the Castle came into the pesseesion of his nephew, Chardes Cavendish, Viseonat ALaypee
field (the eldor son of the Marguess of Newcastlél.  He died in 1650 nnd was
cnccertod by his vounger heother Henre tott nefther brother had the means of doiog
moch to ropair . From a letwer which Neweastle (under the peewlimym * Robert
Deane ') wroty to is son, Henry Viscoumt MansBeld. on Novowber 15th, 1654, it
appears thit before the death of [is cliler brothey there were tases of "' ¢rimsun velvet
for the chairs in the parfonr at Bolsovir The same Jetter states that ** the goll
tncet wnd embroldory on the purple velver bed was worth at Joast L300, and five
chambers it Bolsover were fsenistier] © with very fine hangings ot 24 o stick.”  Now-
castlo adds that ** the spaevers cosza great deal of money,” aned that = the pictores
there are mest rare,”  As Charles Lond Manstield lett dobts which had to be diseharged
aftor his desth. the vounger brother, acting on hie father's wivice, hudd the hangigs
anil pietures appraised, and, instead of letting the ereditors take them. borroseld money
in onder toosave them, it money being subsequently paid by the father §

At the Restoration the Margquess, wha lad been in exile sinée 1044, teturud to hi=
oveny ggamm, and found kis Castle ' halt pull'd down " However, he did the necessary'
repairs and rebuilding. and even fin the words of this Duchess) ™ made zome additional
building | Upon the completion of the doorway leading from the great eonrt 1o the

* Thide was probably Melert Therpe whi, s wee bearn tro e Conrt Rolle, was Loed i the Mano
ol Walvover i 1632

+ Gold Tniw tuccespamiding with this descripos exinls At Wrlbock Albay.

$Sparswr, (e, Whe canopy or woodin fratte St the 1op ol a Biel,

B L oof the Drules ot Nebcustln," $067, pazs 1.

1% Ve ol Uhe Bhades of Newenstle" praz, poge 55
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gallery, in or soon after 1665 (in which year he was created a iluke), he erected above
it & shicld of his anms within a garter, surmouated by a dueal coronet, and with his
motto,  Cavendo tutus,” on a scroll below, His accounts show thist on these repairs he
expended © £408 16s b, in 1663 £837 0= felin 1064, £128 in 1603, £127 125 in 1000,

An inventory taken about 1670 shaws how the Castle was furnished.  Theee were,
for instance, twelve cloth of silver chairs in the lower dining-room; four pieces of
hangiogs. a dozen gilt leather chairs and three pictures in the Star Chamber; a set
of crimson tafieta hangings. two couches with two tafieta quilts, and one picture in the
Marble Closet ; three pieces of tapesttt Langings and three pictures in the chamber
with two closets : three pieces of tapestry hungings in the room that gives fight 1o
Hardwick,” and so forth

The Horsemanship Duke died fn 1670, and was sacceeded in his titles and estates
by his son, Honry Cavendish. second Duke of Nowecastle.  The latter resided at the
Castle from time to time, and shorthc before his death, when he ay very weak in bed
at Welbeck, in May, 1601, sent for & voung painter named Francis Elliott, and
gave him instructions o paint o very large pieture of the prospeet of Bolsover
Castle, whichwas to be hung op at the Castie® Thesecond duke died on July 26th, thor.
and his titles (including that of Bason Cavendish of Balsoverit becune extinet,  His
danghiter and heiress, Ladv Margaret Cavenlish had mareied John Holles, fourth Earl
of Clare, for whom the title of Duke of Newenstle-upon-Tyne was revived i 1604
This duke died in 1712 and hi= widaw in 1710, the katter being sueceeded by her
danghter, Lady Heprietta Cavendish Holles wife of Edward Harley, second Earl ot
Oxford.  The Conntess of Oxford died In 1753 and her duughter and heiress, Lady
Marguret Covenidish Harley, married the sccond Duke of f;ortl:md. thus bringing
Bolssser into the possession of the Bentitick family.

An inventory of the Castie tuken in the vear 1717 shows that it then contained
much furniture (inclading twenty-seven bodsteads), but sbout 1740-1750.5 in the time
of the Countess of Oxtord, the furmiture and pictures were removed to Welbeek, the
buildings on the terrace were dismantied aml unronfed, and the lead was taken to
Welbeck to eover the * Oxtord Wing * wlich the Countess was engaged in crectink.
A few artichs were Jeft in the Pillar Parlour. the Great Dining-Room and the Marble
Room, and there was a certain amaunt of teil equipage, as we learn from an inventors
taken in 1754 Althongh the Countess undid part of the work of her ancestor, the
Loyal Duke, she nevertheless. in 1751 expended upwnnds of 500 in repairing other
parts of the Castle.  Since her time the pile of buildings on the terrace bas remained @
picmruq]nc in, while the other portlons have been maintained in o fair state ot
repair. In 1779 it was proposed that the © astle should be vsed for the confinement of
French prisoners, but the project did not mature.

Tn the early part of the nineteenth coritury the Rey. W. Tinslew, Vicar of Bolsover,
was fiving at the Castle. but he rempved to the Vicarage in 1820, and the new
oceupant was the Rev. John Hamilton Gray, who was Corate-in-Chirge of Bolsover
from 182 to 1833, and Viear from 2855 until November, 1506, a few months beforo
his death.  His widow continued to resade there until 1883,

When Mrs. Gray first saw the Castle, she says that the very aspect of the place
made her shiver, and she describes it @s o * mosg dismal desolation—wainscots torm
down, windows rattling in every pane, doors off their hinges, and many of them
consisting anly of boards nailed together, daubed over with coarse brown paint.”
Mr. Gray, on the other hand, was * sbsolutely fascinated.”’ and said to her: * You

* This picture was 41 Welbeck in 1863, and @ meusured anta. by foln

t On Aprl zyrd, 1880, Augusta Mary Elienbetl, secnnd wito of Llout-Genvrul Arthur Cayetidishe
Bentinek, was treated Baroness Holsoves of Bobwwer Castle fue ber lite, with speciu) remainder of b
dagsiry of Baron Bolsover ta ber stepsan, 1 siath Dike of Poetland,

$ Vgl plctires which lad beea ot Bolsayor about 1710 (ede page 29] were at Welbeck in 1747, anrd the
Cotmaess of Oxfard’s avonimts for 3741 S thint stones were taken from Bodsover o Welbwek i that yvin
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will not find monumental ehimney pleces, freseoel walls, archod cupolas, and a marble
boudair in other parsonages | and i e shoolil come to remain hete yon will like it
as much as T do,”  They seriously set to work to convert the Castle into a decent habi
tution, and Mr. Gray™s " attachment to the place grew with every new improvement.”*
Farey Excraven Vinws
The following are the earliest engraved views of the Castle:

Severs plates publisdiesd dn the Duke of Newcastle's @ Methode ef Tnvention Nouvells de Dresser Tns
Chevans, Antwarp, 1688, All me wlter delbnaticss b Alrabam vun Divpotibeke ; and the engravers are
Poter van Lisebetten (Nos. zo. 3o, 301 1% Clomwet (Now g2 and 3300 Lucas Vosstermans INo. 34); sud
Thoodurus van Keseel (No. 48} X

View engraved by Jolanies Kip after o dellocstlion b Leonued Knvit, dedivated. ea Jobu Holles, Dube
of Newcustle.  With tforenon to this 15 may be stated 10t o Jarmuey 2uth, 16497-4, the Duke entered fintn
an agreement With Kuyfl for thi wrer of Views of thtee of his seats (Nottghau ' Castle; Bubswver
Castle aml Haoghton).  He wis 1o ey o0 ot bae choton, anad was to pay:£20 for thim.

Noetl Tast Prospect, eugrived by Nuthanel Buck sitie s drawing by Samiuet Buck, 1723, dedicated
10 the Eagl of Ostond

Tre Baney Watl

This encleses the court to the cast of the Castle. and appears to be a restora-
tion of the Nerman fostiGcation Tt 1= sooie from end to end, is from 15ft. to 15t
ligh, and is n fittle wore than Trit wide Tt was originally surmounted by a batthe
ment, 0 may be seen in the segravings sfter Diepenbeke, 1638, and in that of Buck.
1727. Portinns of the battlement remaim npear the north entranco from the Castle
staircase, and pedr the archway copnecting the wall with the galléry.

Toe Kusr

This lange structyre 1= about oot sqoare oo the ontside, and s about y5it, bigh.
At the basement the walls are about sit in thickness. Tt consists of four storeys
(baaement, ground fioor. amd two spper foars), and contains twenty-six rooms and
sume smallor closets.

From u paved court surrounded by embattled walls a broad flight of steps loads
to the pringipal entrance.  Over the dooreay is o figure of Heroules supporting o
balecony' on his shonlders, and be is flanked by two lons.  These figures are of red
sandstone, and they are much decaved,  Above the head of Hereules 35 a shield of
arme. Cavendish impaling Ogle. showing that this portion of the work wis completed
before the death of Sir Charles Covendish in 1017, Another figure of Herenles
supporting a baleony is seen upon the <outh-ast front,

Most of the rooms are puselled with vak (much of it painted), aml the fireplaces
throughout the keep are very noteworthy, divers of them being composed of stone,
marble and alabaster, very rich and arniate in execution, and standing out from the walls
tke large monuments in o mausoleam.  Several rooms are decorated with murid
paintings which are stated by Heruee Walpale (* Anccdotes." 1762, 11, 128) to be the
work of Francis Clevn, a famous painter who made designs for the tapestry manu-
fucturod af Mortlake, and who died in 1658, The roof is of oak and is covensd with
Jead.  From its centre rises a0 glazed lantern of dome shape which gives light to the
mnst striking feature of the top floor, that is to sav, & central octagonal landing, out
of which the bedrootns open. Sn one of the panes of glassin the Jantern may be seen
the following lines, dated 1840

Heew T ostimd
. Huth diy Al night

To kerp ot oold

Anid lot in light.
Mrs. Hamilton Gray thought that the niches of the octagon were provided as resting-
places for ladies’ maids, and hence they are known as ' chatting aleoves™ bat they

= ol Huamilton Gray's * Anwubdugraphy,” 3868, pages =82 and Jrs
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were more probably intended for statuary. A small turret rses at cach comer of the
top of the keep, except at the northecast. where there is a high tower.

On the ground floor the principal rooms are the Ante-Room, the Dining-Room
and the Pillar or Drawing-Room,

TrE AxTE-Roos

The ceiling is a plain groined vanlt, the ribs of which have been painted o
fmitate stone.  The spandrels of the vaulting are filled with frescoes.

{1 An architertural design, mach damaged

IM Man and woman in 2 boat with o cargo ot nan

€} Man in Armouy with o pike on kis right stosbder arcompanied by a woenan with a ohild oan hor back,
Voyvtables 1o her aproa, and u King Charles spariel (e ber belt arm O oe of the stanes Of (i photure §5 &
epresontation of a woman milkitg a cow, and & siile spectitee, their images being seffected in the water below,

() A representation of Vico tempting Virtne A lady wearing & Medici oollar, ber head resting on her
Jeft hand, ¥ seated, with gaee averted (oo o u wlio approaches oftering jawnls to her.  On ber lolt |s
an opent book, wnd bn the sinmster Jowes catyer s 0 celetind globe with xodiacal signe.

Tue DixiNG.-Roowm,

This is panelled with oak and has a groined ceiling springing from brackets
on the walls and supported by two circalar pilluss with square caps.  Over the firoplace
is the date 1616, On the walls are frescoes tepresenting the labours of Hercules
(#) the Nemean lion ; (b one of the mares of Diomedes () the wild bull; () figure
of Hercules on eacl =ide of the fireplace  and (¢) the boar of Ervmanthus,

Tie Pritan o Drawina-Roo,

A creular pallar of stone with omamental square cap supports the ceiling.  The
walls are panelled and richly painted i brown and gold, the upper semicirenlar
compirtments being filled with emblematic representations of the Five Senses.

It has been already stated (page 30 that Ben Jonson wrote a masque that was
mrmrd Wt the Castie on the occasion of the visit of Charles [ and Henrictta

i in 1634 Jonson alse comprsed @ song that was sung by two tenors and i
bass during the course of the hanguet that preceded the masque, and it is interesting
to think that this <ong mav have been inspired by the decorations of the pillar room,
for in the song the Five Senses unite to welcome their Majesties

Wit wete the sepees i osuch order placd #
The Sight, the Heaslne, Smellmg, Touching, Taste,
All ur one Banquet }

Lot Welcomse all
Our thoughts, heasts, cuirss, and that ofe wond teill,
Through all our Lasguass, Welcome, Welrome =till,

The fireplice is of stone with dark grev or black marble columns and alabaster
onrichments. A shield of the arms of Sir William Cavendish impaling those of his
wife, Elizabeth Basset of Blore, is supported by chernbs on the hood,  As this shield
i not accompanied by a coronet it in all probability indicates the carly of thi
vear 1620, Below are the mottoes of Cavendish (* Cavendo tutus ') and of Basset
(" En espérance davoyr '), The latter fs mutilated,  The crests on the sides of the
fireplace {Cavendish and Basset) are cach surmounted by the coronet of a viscount,
indicating that the fireplace had not been quite completed when the title of Viscount
Mansfield was conferred upon Sir William Cavendish on November grd, 1620,

On the first floor there are several noteworthy rooms, namely, the Star Chamber,
the Marble Closet. and rooms known as Elvsium and Heaven

THE STAR CHAMBER,

The ceiling is of plaster with moulded ribs ; it is deep bloe in colonr, and in the

spaces are gilded fead stars, which have given the mom its name.  The panelling &
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puinted with numerous figures, including Aaron. a Knight (head and shoulders), a
voung man with & cat, the Queen of Sheba, and Moses with the Tables of the Law,
"This last is dated 1021, and we thes know when the room was finished. Round the
comnice are twenty-four shiclds charged with arms, cresis: and Dbudges of Cavendish,
Ogle and Basset | and other shields of srms (Cavendish impaling Ogle. and Cavendish
impaling Basset) are seen near the windows, The jambs of the windows are elaborately
carved panels of wood, painted with fonres of Apostles and other saints, The
projecting fireplace is elaborately ornamented and reaches to the ceiling.  On its
alabaster overmantel is a shield of the wrms ol Talbot (within a garter, bendy of ten)
supporters two talbots, with motto, ™ Prest deemplin,”” This denotes Githert Talbot,
seventh Farl of Shrewsbury, who <ol Bol=over 1o his brother-in-daw, Sir Charles
Cavendigl). Hiz arms, impaiing those of his wife [Mary Cavendish), appear on the
Jeft side of the fireplace, and those of bis wife on the right side. These arms either
were placed there by Viscount Mansfield &= u compliment to his wnele and aunt, or
else they indicate that the fireplace wis frserted by the Earl of Shrewsbury, in which
case 1t would be spmewhat earlier in dite than the other decorations of the room.

In the Star Chamber there are tweive pictures representing Roman  emperors
and empresses.  These hung in the Tall at Welbeck in 1605, and they appear to
have been taken to Bolsover sbme time between that date and 1717.

Tur Mawitg Crosgy

The floor is paved with lozenges of Black and white marble, and the arched
ceiling is faced with similar lozenges Above the panelling are three se¢micirenlar
pictures of nyvmphs in amaten wtitndes A toorth picture shaped to suit the window
fepresents & number of hends of chernbe A seventeenth centnry antiguary mentions
this toom as “a lamops closet built by Sir Charles Cavendish.”  He adds that *in
the time of the grand rebellion did the wife of one of the rebellions partv. Major
Tavior, make thds closet her spinning-room for toe and wooll—proh dolor %

Ervsivse Rooa

The painted eeiling and fricze are the principal features of the room. The frieze
exhibits divers gods and goddesses. inclnding Minerva {with owl), Mereury, Juno (with
peacock), Hereules, Venue (with doves: Mars, Dinna [with crescent), Bacchus, Flora
and others: and on the ¢eiling they are depicted in joyous fashion. T the window
arch on the one side is a man with a globe Yaughing. on the other o similar fgure
weeping. and over the window arc the words: " All [« Bot Vanite.”

Heaves Roow.

This is painted similar to the preceding roem, but with Christian symbolism.  On
the fricze are angel bovs with the various emblems of the Passion : sprar, scourge,
sponge, erown of thorns, cock crowing, bearing of the cross. face of Christ, ete. ; while
on the eetling in the centre is the ascending ( 'tﬂﬂ surrounded by angelic figures plaving
various instruments of music,  The puanels are painted green with gilt lines, and
with designs which are English, but which suggest a Chinese feeling.  The rooms
o the top floor are bedrooms, one or two of them being probably used as nurserivs.

NURSERY,

“This is a lange apartment, and the fioor s marked

with nine hales, thus

suggesting that here children once plaved the ancieat game of nine holes " with

marbles or dumgps,
The fireplace i of stone and black marble. 1t ddates before 1617, s on it are

the arms of Sir Charles Cavendish impaling those of lis wife, Catherine Ogle. On

®  Journal of the Detbysiies Archaologieat Soclty," Vol NV1, pages 23 andl an,
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the night side are the arms of Talbot (beady of ten), and on the lelt nre those of
Camaby [two bars: in chief three hurts).*
Tue Fousrtam

This is sitvate in the Bailey Court: It stands in an octagonal reservoir about
6it, deep, an each side of which are arched niches where there were formerly busts of
Romin emperors, It consists of a rosticated square base with circalar pillas
projecting from the angles, where there were formerly figures resembling griffins and
satyrs.  Over this there i u cistern to receive witer from the musks on the sddes of
the pedestal, on the summit of which is a statue of Venus: who has drapery in her
hands, and one foot on u step us if aseonding from a bath. On the clstern s the
Cavendish erest (o nowed snake)] surmounted by an ecarl's eotonst showing that
this was erected by the Earl of Newcastle after 1628 )

Tue Ruinag Scnoor,

Thi=s was probably etvcted abont the same time as the stmilar edinee ar Welbock,
that is. about 1623-25 A curious feature {also ohsorvable in the buildings on the
tervace) i that the putlog holes have never been filled . The ool s of oak but
new beams have been sibstituted for those that had decaved.

The niding school &= goft, Gins. long by joft 6ins. broad. Tt is built of Bolsover
Moor stone, with dressings of fine grained sandstone, the latter being much decomposed.
The windows have been whally or partially filled with bricks.  The doorway is very
lorge and imposing, and there i a long range of dormer windows which have o
pleasing effect.  This building and the adjoining stables and smithy form two sides of
the outer court, but the portion sonth-west of the niding =chool is in runs.

Tue BrizpiNgs oN e TERMACE,

Tt has wlready been states] that these were veected between 1b2n and 1633, and
that they were dismantled rather mon: than a century later.  They consist of a gallery,
and several spacions lodging, drawing. dining and other subsidiary rooms, which were

robably intended to be w suite of State apactments. They were very lofty, the moof

ing flat and covered with lead.  Adjoining them was o series of other rooms in
three storevs, and these, seen from the buck, present the appearance of @ sequence of
gable ends,  The ery is about zavds in length, It overlooks the terrace, and is
approached by a double fight of steps Above the portal is a semicircuar iron
balustrade which could be ascended by steps from the roof belind,  The facade is
ormamented by msticated  half-columns  on - corbels, ponderons in style, and it 1s
surmounted by @ battlement.  On the opposite side is a stately doorway 1o the
outer court. It is fAanked by Corinthian cgll:umns. and is surmonnted by the arms of
the first Duke of Neweastle, within a garter.  This doorway was ervcted in or about
1605 (e pages g and 12). Tt is constructed of sandstone, which has geeatly decayed.

Sev of the rooms and their contents are deseribed in Bassano's ' Derbvshire
Chureh Notes "4 a MS, which is stated to have been written abont the vear 1710,
and which belongs to tho Heralds” College.  The author deseribies the dining-room,
20vds, in length and rrvds. in breadtl, at the apper end of which was o picture of
William Duke of Neweastle in full proportion ; the sithdeawing-mom. 13vids in leneth
and xrvdss in breadil o the “stately Lodeing Room.” 12vdds. in leneth and breadth
and other rooms in which were placed * several fine pletnres " namele, portraits of
(1) Charles I1; (2) Charles 1I ns a vouth ; ’3) Sir Charles Cavendish (father of the
first Duke of Neweastle) ; (4) Lady Ogle {wife of Sir Chardes Cavendish (5] William
Duke of Newcastle ; (6) Elizabeth Basset, his first wife (7} Henry Duke of Neweasthe

* Catherine Ogle’s mother was Cathense Carmaby, dasghtor and cosbweress of Sir Reginald Carnain

¢ Samoe]l Lysema culled the author Fraspo Bassano, but mute probably the maze sboudd be Biebunf
Bassamo, whiv s 1670 recvivwd fromn Sic Willlam Dugdade & grant of the oMo of beraldic patoter usd
nspectar wf arms within the ecamties of Stafford and Derby (% Jownal of the Dvrliyshine Arclosdoment
Society,” Yl XV, puge 500,
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(8) Charles Viscount Mansfield and hi= brother, Lord Heary Cavendish ; (9) Charles
Viscount Mansfield : (10) Frances Duchess of Newcastle.®  He states that the gallery
is G7yds, in length, and yyds. and 1it. broad. and that " in all the rooms are noble
chimneypieces of blue and white marble.””  In the gallery, too, in a Jarge frame wis
placed the pictare of William Duke of Neweastle in armour on horseback with a
truncheon in his hand, and helow men and horses in several postures as of an army
defeated, these words being underwritten : ' La Bataille Gagnelel.” This picture
corresponds with the first of Diepenbeke’s  plites in the Doke of Newcastle's
Méthode et Invention Noovelle de Dresser Jes Chevaux.™

In conclusion it may be stated that the cighty-first birthday of the fourth Duke
of Portland was celebrated by a great festival held in these mofless halls on the
terrace on June 26th, 1840, when some 35000 persons sssembled and were entertained
in honour of the venepable Dike.  Mr. Hamilton Gray, who was president of the
feast, said that Bolsover had not witnessed such a scene of rejoicing since the day
when the Earl of Neweastle had entertained King Charles 1 und Queen Henrietta
Mara at the Castle,

“ Bolsover Castle: A Tale from Protest
1846, Tt Ix 4 narvative comceriing A [
in conmecticn with Bolsover sisd Hasdwick 1 nistorie eader,” save the amhor, will easily ditcorn
Bich 1t mav bo remarked that therw s no Tistorical

ant History Is the titls of a storv by " ALD " published in
{ professss 1o give the Jeading Inchdents uf ler fite

“ pow marh of trath thety 3 e
ovidence that Bolsover was the scenn of auy | pite whutsoever in the Tife of Arabella Stiart
* These pletares, as it has alevady Leots ot u pame 12, weee renworsed to Welbeck when this ssite of

ropme was dixinantied

FARLY LNGLISH ARCHWAY AND GALLERY




